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Aziz not expected to rescind 
arms inspection ban 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Irani Di;duiv „ ■ . ... 

isterTareq Aziz, contrary to some ex^cuLns," is no! 
expected to rescind Baghdad's ban on arms bsn^- 
nons when he meets U.N. Secretary-Genera" KoH 
Annan on Friday, a U.N. spokesmS sS A„nf 
after a Working dinner with Aziz on Wednesday ^ 

E™£“? bf. d heen nuds - But his spokesman 'Fred 
Eckhard told reporters on Friday: “I don't think any. 
thing definitive is going to come out of today's meet 
,ng. Aziz, who arrived at the United Nations on Mon- 
day With several officials trom Baghdad, has spoken 
t° nearly all Security Council members. Iraqi s “r“ 
said he planned lo leave over the weekend!^ 



An indepencfeni Arab political daily me^Jbfdan Press Foundation 

•^1' ijijjVI ^j Ai nnH ,jc j it rti Xftijfcfc ii jJMlj tj Ujj * 


Important Announcement 


In response to the many inquiries raised by Fastlin 
customers concerning the addition of the number ( ) 
to their mobile numbers, Fastlink would like to danfy 
that the Telecommunications Regulatory 
Commission (TRC) has only allowed the use of the 
number 5 and 6 (to be used at a later date) as part 
of Fastlink's overall numbering expansion plan. 

Once again, Fastlink apologizes for ar, y 
inconvenience this may cause. / 
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‘Mislabelling might be the reason 
inoculated pupils were hospitalised’ 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

AMMAN — Experts are 
considering "misla- 
belling^ as a possible rea- 
son behind hundreds of 
students being hospi- 
talised last week after 
receiving vaccines in a 
national immunisation 
campaign. 

According to a member 
of the special committee 
investigating the inci- 
dents, the Hungarian man- 
ufacturer of the vaccines, 
which were donated by 
the United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund to the Min- 
istry of Health last year, 
might possibly have 
labelled the vials as D&T 
(diphtheria and tetanus), 
when instead they • con- 
tained serum for a triple 
vaccine. 

Experts argued that a 
third letter in addition to 
“D” and **T” could have 
been erroneously omitted 
from the labelling. 

However, Health Minis- 
ter Nael Ajlouni and other 
officials reiterated that the 
real causes of the incident, 
which they say is now 
completely over, will only 

Hebron 
clashes 
continue 
for 2nd 


be clear later this week, 
w hen the results of labora- 
tory tests ordered by a 
special investigating com- 
mittee are to be published. 

“We analysed the D&T 
vaccines, and they result- 
ed free from contamina- 
tion and bacteria said Dr. 
Najwa Khouri from the 
Jordan University Hospi- 
tal, where around 65 
tenth -graders were admit- 
ted last week after com- 
plaining of dizziness, nau- 
sea, headache, and fever. 

“We also looked into the 
safety of inoculation pro- 
cedures and the syringes 
[used in the immunisation 
campaign], which were all 
disposable," she suid. 

“Vaccines come in sev- 
eral formulations, and 
they could have possibly 
been mislabelled " Khouri 
told the Jordan Times on 
Friday, trying to explain 
the unusually high fre- 
quency of students pre- 
senting symptoms after 
the inoculation. 

Ajlouni had already sug- 
gested the same explana- 
tion earlier, although 
falling short of relating 
the incidents to an error 


by the manufacturer. 

He told the Jordan 
Times in a telephone 
interview on Wednesday 
that “little traces of 
whooping cough vaccine 
in the [tetanus] vaccines, 
for example, could pro- 
duce such symptoms [as 
were presented by the stu- 
dents] for 24 hours [fol- 
lowing the administration 
of the" shotj.” 

Other possible causes 
for the incidents, such as 
improper refrigeration of 
the serum or its expira- 
tion, had been ruled out by 
officials. 

They stressed that both 
vials and refrigerators 
used to store the vaccines 
were equipped with indi- 
cators showing if and 
when the serum warms up 
and must be discarded. 

UNICEF representative 
in Jordan Mislak Elias has 
pointed out that die vac- 
cines met all required 
international and national 
standards at the time of 
their delivery to the min- 
istry. 

UNICEF expens have 
also said that the vaccines 
expired in November, but 


the fact that they were 
inoculated only a few 
weeks prior to their expiry 
date could not be consid- 
ered as a possible cause 
for the students’ illness. 

All .sources, including 
the minister, stressed that 
the symptoms presented 
by around 500 boys and 
girls referred to hospitals 
in various govern orates as 
of Friday were not unusu- 
al. 

“What was unusual was 
the frequency of the 
cases.” Khouri said. 

Ajlouni was reported on 
Friday as saying that 
25.744 students were 
inoculated in the immuni- 
sation campaign, which 
was launched by the Min- 
istry of Health on Sept. 
16. 

Tenth-graders, among 
whom most cases of high 
susceptibility were report- 
ed. accounted for 10.000 
of the total number of stu- 
dents inoculated in the 
campaign, which w'as 
halted last week pending 
the results of the laborato- 
ry tests. 

Ajlouni told the Jordan 
Times that most of the stu- 


dents referred to hospitals 
last week had been dis- 
charged. 

Jordan University Hos- 
pital said late yesterday 
only two students were 
being held under observa- 
tion," both for symptoms 
unrelated to the vaccina- 
tion. 

The high possibility of 
side effects following the 
inoculation of certain vac- 
cines has long been at the 
centre of heated debates in 
most countries all over the 
world. 

In some European coun- 
tries, where school vacci- 
nations are compulsory 
for all students, some 
groups have lobbied, but 
with no success, for vac- 
cines to be administered 
only after parental autho- 
risation. 

But, notwithstanding 
their debatable contraindi- 
cations, vaccines remain 
the only defence against 
deadly diseases all over 
the world. 

In Jordan, they have 
played a crucial role in 
achieving high health 
standards, Ajlouni pointed 
out. 


day 


HEBRON ( AFP) — Pales- 
tinian demonstrators threw' 
stones and Israeli soldiers 
responded with rubber-coat- 
ed bullets in a second straight 
day of clashes in this flash- 
point southern West Bank 


rare public 
reprimspd 

town Friday. 

The clashes occurred close 

to the dividing line between 
the Jewish and Palestinian 


sections of the town. There 


were no immediate reports of 


casualties. 

' -S$-' 

Hebron was sealed off by 


Israeli security forces late 

" S-j-j* ; 

Wednesday after 13 Israeli 


soldiers and 1 1 Palestinians 


were wounded in a grenade 
attack on an army jeep by a 


Palestinian, who escaped.^ 

In clashes Thursday five 
Palestinians were taken to 
hospital after being hit by 
rubber-coated bullets and a 
Palestinian photographer 
working for the Jazeera 
newspaper had his finger 
broken by a stone. 



A Palestinian injured by a rubber bullet during clashes with Israeli troops is evacuated from the scene of the distur- 
bances in the centre of the West Bank town of Hebron on Friday. On Friday Israel sealed its borders with the West Bank 
and Gaza indefinitely following warnings by the defence minister that the Islamist group Hamas plotted an 'unprece- 
dented horrific' attack in Israel (AP photo) 


King receives message 
of good wishes from 
Saudi crown prince 


AMMAN fJ.T.j — His 
Majesty King Hussein, cur- 
rently undergoing 

chemotherapy treatment at 
Mayo Clinic in the U.S.. 
has received a letter from 
Saudi Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah Ben Abdul Aziz 
expressing the Saudi royal 
family’s wishes for the 
King's recovery and well- 
being. 

Prince Abdullah, who vis- 
ited the Monarch recently, 
said in the letter that his 
visit to King Hussein “was 
prompted by the true affec- 
tion and appreciation which 
1 cherish for you, because 
we are tied by strong bonds 
not liable to be affected by 
events or developments." 

“We are confident that the 
future, with God’s will, is 
bound to bring us the good 
news of your return to the 
Arab and Muslim home- 
land as a leader and a broth- 
er exercising his historic 
role along with his Arab 
brothers to deal with the 
challenges with great 
resolve and determination." 
Prince Abdullah said in his 
leuer. 

Replying to a letter he 
had received from the King. 
Prince Abdullah said he 
was deeply touched by the 
letter which reflected the 
true feelings among broth- 
ers. 

“I look forward to your 
visit to Saudi Arabia to be 
among your brothers; and 
please remember that King 
Fahd, myself and the rest of 
the royal family in Saudi 



Arabia support you in 
happy and difficult days 
alike." the prince said. 

King Hussein had 
thanked Prince Abdullah 
for his gift of saffron and 
water from Zamzem water 
— well close to the holy 
shrines in Mecca — 
blessed by a prominent reli- 
gious leader of Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

In Gaza, the leader of the 
Palestinian Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin has thanked 
King Hussein for his efforts 
that secured his release 
from an Israeli jail one year 
ago and wished him good 
health. 

Addressing a press con- 
ference in Gaza marking 
the first anniversary of his 
release from detention, 
Yassin said King Hussein 
played a pivotal role in 
securing his release togeth- 


er with several Palestinian 
detainees. 

Yassin said he highly val- 
ued Jordan's continued 
efforts in support of the 
Palestinian people's cause 
on all fronts and at all lev- 
els. 

Israel freed Yassin, who 
was serving a life sentence, 
last October in a deal with 
Jordan to obtain the release 
of two Mossad agents 
caught in a bungled attempt 
to assassinate a senior 
Hamas political official in 
Amman. 

Sheikh Yassin, who 
wished King Hussein foil 
recovery, stressed that the 
Palestinians have the frill 
right to establish their 
independent state. 

King Hussein has been 
undergoing chemotherapy 
treatment since July 14 
when he checked into 
Mayo Clinic. 


Tarawneh leaves for U.S. 
for meeting with King 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
left for Washington early 
Friday to meet with His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
listen to his directives on 
issues of concern to Jordan, 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said. 

It said Tarawneh will also 
meet a number of U.S. offi- 
cials to discuss bilateral 
relations and Middle East 
issues, particularly ways to 
give impetus to the peace 
process. 

The prime minister was 
quoted by the French news 
agency as saying before 
departure that he intends to 
urge the U.S. to pressure 
Israel into accepting a 
month-old American peace 
initiative. 


The U.S. is calling for 
Israel to cany' out long 
overdue troop withdrawals 
from a further 13 per cent of 
the West Bank, coupled 
with Palestinian measures 
to fight anti-Israeli vio- 
lence. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and her 
Middle East mediator Den- 
nis Ross are due in the 
region on Tuesday to pursue 
negotiations ahead of a 
three-way summit meeting 
later this month gathering 
President Bill Clinton. 

Palestine leader Yasser 

Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

The prime minister last 
week said during his visit to 
Washington he will urge the 


Clinton administration “in 
the bluntest of terms" to 
facilitate Jordanian trade 
with the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, until now hin- 
dered by Israeli restrictions, 
despite signed agreements 
among all concerned par- 
ties. 

Referring to a deal 
reached last month with the 
Palestinians on trade 
exchanges between Jordan 
and the self-rule areas of 
Palestine. Tarawneh said, 
“we are now armed with an 
agreement with the Pales- 
tinians on the movement of 
goods, customs and border 
measures” adding that Jor- 
dan intends to “penetrate 
Israel’s economic siege on 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip.” 


In effort to fight unemployment, government cracks down on illegal workers 


itf' 






By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Only hours after the 
government decided to crack down 
on illegal foreign workers Wednes- 
day, the authorities started a sweeping 
campaign arresting hundreds of 
workers, mostly Asians. 

A senior government official told 
the Jordan Times Friday that the cam- 
paign is part of the government’s 
driye to combat unemployment. 

Minister of Interior Nayef Ai Qadi 
said that authorities are targeting ille- 
gal foreign labourers. “The aim of 
this campaign is to put an end to 
those who are working illegally in the 
country without permits,” Qadi said. 

Successive governments have 
turned a blind eye on the controver- 
sial issue of cracking down of illegal 
workers in order not to upset Arab 
countries, especially Egypt, Syria and 
Iraq where the bulk of those workers 
come from. 

According to a government official 
requesting anonymity, the crackdown 


is a gradual process. 

-A"l a later stage we will start pursu- 
ing illegal Arab workers. We did not 
want to start with them now to avoid 
unnecessaiy problems with Arab 
states. 

“We have no timetable when we 
will target Arab labourers but the 
message is clear that they should 
approach police stations to correct 
their status in the country us soon as 
possible.” the official said. 

According to the interior minister, 
“we have no exact figures about how 
many foreign workers are living and 
working in the country. We want to 
know how many of them are living 
here.” 

“We are arresting nobody, but the 
campaign is merely to check their 
working status and that they are not 
violating the rules ” Qadi said, adding 
the authorities have carried out their 
duties in a humane and civilised man- 

ner. . , 

"On Wednesday night at 12 o clock, 
some policemen knocked my door in 


Jabal Amman and arrested me, 1 ' an 
Indian national who holds a valid 
working permit told the Jordan 
Times. 

“1 asked them to give me some time 
to change my clothes, which they did, 
and after that l followed them to the 
police station,” he added. 

“They treated us very well and the 
condition inside the detention centre 
was good. But there were no commu- 
nication facilities in the centre and 
that was the great problem for us.” the 
Indian national, who asked not to be 
named, said. He was released after 48 
hours in jail. 

A European diplomat, who asked 
not to be named, said that a Sri 
Lankan domestic worker at his house 
was apprehended by police at 10 p.m. 
on Wednesday and was not permitted 
to contact him. 

“1 headed to the police station on 
Thursday morning and produced the 
necessary papers to free her” the 
diplomat told the Jordan Times. 

“Around 20 maids were sardined in 


a 4x4- metre room at the detention 
cell,” he said. 

“Many foreign diplomats have 
faced the same situation,” he said 
adding that several of them planned 
to complain to the Foreign Ministry 
on Saturday or Sunday. 

Ruperto Dizon, the Filipino ambas- 
sador to Jordan told the Jordan Times 
that about 170 foreign workers were 
rounded up on Wednesday, 105 of 
them were Filipinos. 

Dizon said 76 of them, including 50 
women, were released on Thursday. 

“The police did not allow them to 
contact their employers although 
most of them have legal work per- 
mits,” the ambassador said. 

“Some of those who were arrested 
are domestic helpers working at the 
U.S., U.K, and other foreign 
embassies as well as the Royal 
Court,” Dizon said. 

“I am not sure that we will submit a 
complaint but at least we will inquire 
why such things happened,” he said. 
At least 3.000 Filipinos are believed 


to be working in the Kingdom. 

A spokesman for the Sri Lankan 
embassy in Amman, who asked not to 
be named, said the embassy supports 
any measure the Jordanian govern- 
ment lakes to enforce the law to end 
what he described as employment of 
“pan-time girls." 

“Some foreign maids have fled the 
houses of their employers and live 
illegally in the country. They work as 
part-time maids in several houses. 
Some of them have turned these 
houses into whore houses. Such 
things should come to an end.” he 

said. 

The crackdown has spread panic 
among many of the 300.000 foreign 
workers, who have no valid working 
permits. Government officials said 
that the total number of foreign work- 
ers in the Kingdom could be as high 
as 750,000. 

Measures to replace foreign labour- 
ers with Jordanians have often been 
rejected by Jordanian industrialists 
and businesspersons who also have 


often complained of the inefficiency 
of Jordanian labourers and lack of 
alternatives, especially in the services 
sector. 

The government of Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh which took office on 
August 20 was ordered by His 
Majesty King Hussein to ratify the 
imbalance in the labour market and 
fight other social ills plaguing the 
country such as poverty, bureaucracy 
and corruption. 

A recent conference on unemploy- 
ment in the country decided to form a 
committee to follow up on the jobless 
problem and come up with measures 
to eradicate it 

Speaking at a meeting at the Prime 
Ministry on Wednesday, Tarawneh 
said that his cabinet has began taking 
measures to deal with the unemploy- 
ment and non-Jordanians working in 
the country illegally. 

Unemployment has been officially 
estimated at about 17 per cent and 
independently at as high as 27 per 
cent. 
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Turkey recalls ambassador 
from Rome in row over 
Kurdish ‘parliament’ 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey 
has recalled its ambassador to 
Italy after Kurdish exiles 
were permitted to hold a two- 
day meeting within the parlia- 
ment building in Rome, a 
source close to the Turkish 
foreign ministry said Friday. 

A Turkish official had 
already warned that the inci- 
dent affects relations between 
die two NATO allies, and 
observers said Friday that 
Italy's chances of winning a 
large defence contract to build 
attack helicopters might have 
been compromised 

The minis try source said the 
ambassador, Inal Barn, had 
been recalled “for consulta- 
tions" and was expected to 
return to Ankara on Monday. 

He was recalled after the 
self-styled Kurdish parlia- 
ment in exile held a meeting 
Tuesday and Wednesday in a 
room at the Italian parliament 
with the backing of Italian 
communist party deputies. 

The “parliament," set up in 
1994, has links to the separ 
rarist Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) and a senior foreign 
ministry offieiaL Korkmaz 


Haktanir, told journalists here 
Wednesday that it was “a seri- 
ous mistake" for Italy to 
allow it to meet in Rome. 

Ankara regards the PKK as 
a terrorist organisation. Some 
31,000 people have died in 
related violence since the 
PKK launched a rebellion in 
19S4 to demand an indepen- 
dent Kurdish state in south- 
eastern Turkey. 

I talian Foreign Minister 
Lamberto Dini expressed 
regrets but pointed out that his 
government had no means to 
prevent the meeting. 

In a letter to his Turkish 
counterpart Ismail Cem, 
made public here on Thurs- 
day, Dini said; “However 
much the government and I 
regret this incident it fell 
within the prerogatives of 
members of our parliament." 

Dini added that he hoped 
“that this episode will not 
affect the excellent relations 
between our two countries." 

Judging by Haktanir s 
remarks and Turkish press 
comment relations have 
already been hurt 

“If Italy attaches any impor- 


tance to Turkish-Italian rela- 
tions and co commitments 
made on the international 
level and within NATO," 
Haktanir said, “it must rectify 
this mistake " 

Turkish newspapers point- 
ed out that 600 Italian firms 
do business in Turkey and 
suggested that they might be 
in the front line if Turkey 
decided to engage in “com- 
mercial diplomacy" in 
protest 

Political observers said tbe 
Italians were particularly 
active in the defence and con- 
struction sectors and that the 
Agusta company had hopes 
of winning a large contract for 
the joint manufacture of 145 
attack helicopters. 

The contract is worth about 
four billion dollars and the 
Turkish government is 
expected to announce next 
year who its chosen partners 
are. 

Other Italian firms are like- 
ly to tender for contracts to 
build a third bridge across the 
Bosphorus at Istanbul when 
bids are invited in tbe near 
future. 


Last 

appeal of 
Istanbul’s 
mayor 
rejected 

ANKARA (API — An 
appeals court on Friday 
reftised to review the con- 
viction and 10-month- 
prison term of Istanbul's 
Islamic mayor, thus leaving 
him banned for life from 
holding public office. 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
seen as the future leader of 
Turkey’s pro-Islaraic Virtue 
Party, had asked the appeals 
court to review its decision 
last week to uphold the con- 
viction for inciting racial 
hatred. 

The head prosecutor of 
appeals court rejected his 
request, the semi-official 
Anatolia news agency 
reported. 

His sentencing was criti- 
cised both by the United 
States and the European 
Union. 

Turkey is a predominantly 
Muslim country governed 
by staunchly secular laws. 

The courts convicted 
Erdogan of inciting racial 
hatred with a two-line 
poem: “Minarets are our 
bayonets, domes are our 
helmets, mosques are our 
barracks, believers are our 
soldiers." 


Israeli official alleges cover-up 
over Rabin assassination 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — An 
Israeli minister accused the 
government Friday of con- 
cealing evidence related to the 
role of a former state security 
informer in the 1995 assassi- 
nation of prime minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

Michael Btan. deputy min- 
ister in tbe prime minister's 
office, leaked sections of the 
minutes of a 1997 cabinet 
meeting to the Yediot 
Aharonot newspaper which he 
said showed that the justice 
ministry and the Israeli inter- 
nal security agency Shin Bet 
“did not reveal the truth” to the 
cabinet 

The former agent Avishai 
Raviv, was engaged by the 
Shin Bet to infiltrate right- 
wing Jewish extremist gtoups 
and has been accused of hav- 
ing prior knowledge of tbe 


plans of Rabin’s assassin, 
Yigal Amir, and of not inform- 
ing the Shin Bet 

Eitan told Yediot that in a 
cabinet meeting aimed at 
determining whether to bring 
charges against Raviv, the 
head of the Shin Bet refused to 
deliver even marginal infor- 
mation related to the case. 

Raviv s shadowy role has 
led the Israeli authorities to 
examine (he possibility of 
charging him in connection 
with the assassination. There is 
now renewed pressure on the 
state to bring charges against 
Raviv. who worked under the 
codename ‘‘Champagne." 

He has been accused of stir- 
ring up sentiment which led to 
the 15&5 murder of Rabin. He 
also attended a number of vio- 
lent anti-Rabin protests by 
Jewish extremist groups. 



NO WARM WELCOME: An Israeli ultra-orthodox Friday looks at posters put up by Israeli hard-liners in 
Jerusalem who are protesting against the upcoming visit of U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and envoy 
Dennis Ross. Albright and Ross are due in Jerusalem on October 6 to prepare for a mid-October Israeli-Pales- 
Hninn summit in Washington aimed at unblocking the Middle East peace process. Israeli hard-liners claim 
Albright and Ross want to get more concessions from Israel (AFP photo) 


Israeli 

cargo plane 
carried 
nerve gas 
component 

TEL AVTV l AP) — An El A1 
cargo plane that crashed in an 
Amsterdam residential area in 
1992 was carrying a chemical 
that can be used in making tbs 
nerve gas sarin, the Israeli 
government acknowledged 
for tbe first time Thursday. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's office said in a 
press statement that Israel’s 
Biological Institute had 
ordered 190 liters of 
dimethyl raefoylpbospbonace 
(DMMP), a key component 
of sarin. The statement said 
the order had been made 
“with the approval of the U.S. 
Deportment of Cotnraerce for 
the testing of filters.” 

Reports have said Israel was 
making chemical and biologi- 
cal weapons at its top secret 
Biological Institute in the Td 
Aviv suburb of Nes ZSona. 
The government has made 
almost no comment on the 
reports except to call them 
“inaccurate.” 


U.S. denies deal to release Pollard 


WASHINGTON (R) — Tbe 
White House on Thursday 
denied a report that the Unit- 
ed States and Israel bad 
reached an agreement to 
release Jonathan Pollard, an 
American Jew jailed for life 
in the United States for spy- 
ing for Israel. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCrary told reporters 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu had 
raised Pollard's case when he 
visited the White House on 
Monday but denied there 
was a deal to release the for- 
mer U.S. naval intelligence 
officer. 

Pollard, who is serving a 
life sentence, was caught 
passing to Israel information 
on Arab countries he said the 
United Stales had withheld 
from its ally. 

“The president discussed it 
briefly and accepted the 
expression of concern made 
by the prime minister, but 
indicated that there was no 


change in our views on the 
matter and certainly no 
agreement." McCurry said at 
his daily briefing. 

An Israeli lawmaker said 
earlier on Thursday that a 
future U.S.-brokered Israeli- 
Palestinian peace deal could 
include the release of Pol- 
lard. 

Ophir Pines, an opposition 
Labour Party lawmaker who 
heads a legislative lobby for 
Pollard, said he was not sur- 
prised by a report in Israeli 
daily Yediot Ahronot that 
U.S. and Israeli leaders 
agreed this week to clear the 
way for his release. 

“I estimated that as the sec- 
ond redeployment neared.' 
the government would make 
an intensive effort to secure 
his release as part of this sort 
of package deal," Pines said 
in reference to a planned 
handover of more West Bank 
land to Palestinians. 

A spokesman for 
Netanyahu, who visited the 


White House with Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
this week to discuss a further 
Israeli troop withdrawal, also 
said no agreement had been 
reached. 

McCurry said Clinton 
denied Pollard’s last request 
for clemency in July 1996 
and said there was no appli- 
cation for his release pend- 
ing, adding that such an 
appeal would have to be 
made through the U.S. Jus- 
tice Department 

Pollard’s wife. Esther Pol- 
lard. told Israeli army radio 
she had no knowledge of 
such a deal. “From what we 
know this was not raised in a 
serious way- with Clinton. 
And according tp the jytpst 
reliable sources in Washing- 
ton, nothing was agreed.” 
she said. 

In May, Israel for the first 
time recognised Pollard as its 
agent 1 3 years after it denied 
him sanctuary in its Wash- 
ington embassy. 


U.S. adds charges against embassy bombing suspect 


NEW YORK l AFP) — Federal 
prosecutors here have added two 
charges against an associate of the 
Saudi Arabian millionaire suspect- 
ed of masterminding the bombings 
of U.S. embassies in Africa in 
August. 

Mahmoud Salim. 40. arrested in 
Munich. Germany two weeks ago, 
was charged in an amended feder- 
al complaint with taking part in a 
conspiracy to attack U.S. military 
sites abroad and a conspiracy to 
transport explosives. 

Last week r federal prosecutors 


charged the Sudan-born. Salim 
with murder conspiracy and use of 
a weapon of mass destruction. 

The Aug. 7 blast in Nairobi 
killed 247 people including 12 
U.S. citizens and injured nearly 
5,000 others. An almost simultane- 
ous blast at the U.S. embassy in 
Dar Es Salaam killed 1J Tanzani- 
ans and injured 72 others. 

The new charges filed this week 
do not detail which site was target- 
ed for attack, only that the conspir- 
acy occurred between 1992 and 
the present. 


In other court papers filed by 
government prosecutors in the 
case, they have said they are inves- 
tigating the role of the Saudi mil- 
lionaire. Osama Ben Laden, in 
urging attacks upon U.S. forces in 
Saudi Arabia. Somalia and Yemen. 

In November 1995, in Riyadh, 
seven people were killed in a 
bombing at a U.S.-run military 
building. In June 1996, J9 U.S. 
airmen were killed in the bombing 
of an apartment complex in 
Dhahran. 

Salim has been described by 


prosecutors as an influential advi- 
sor to Ben Laden and member of 
his international terrorist organisa- 
tion A1 Qaeda. He allegedly sat on 
a council which was authorised to 
issue fatwahs or death warrants 
against enemies of Islam. 

A spokesman for the office of 
Manhattan U.S. Attorney Mary Jo 
White, who is prosecuting the 
bombing cases, declined to com- 
ment on the latest charges. 

The office has announced they 
will seek Salim's extradition from 
Germany. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Greece pledges planes in war games 

LARNACA (AFP) — Greek fighter planes will participate in 
National Guard war games dubbed “Nikiforas” to be held chi 
Cyprus later this month, Greek Defence Minister Aids Tsohat- 
zopoulos said Friday. “NDdforos takes place in the middle of 
October and it is foreseen that Greek fighter jets will partici- 
pate." Tsohaizopoulos said at the end of a three-day visit to 
Cyprus during which he attended the independence day mili- 
tary parade. Greek fighter planes last flew over Cyprus in 
March landing at a new airbase at Paphos in the south of this 
eastern Mediterranean island. 

Sudan says over 500 Ugandan troops killed 

KHARTOUM <R) — Sudan's army has kilkd more than 500 
Ugandan soldiers who Khartoum says were invading the south- 
ern part of the country, the Sudanese News Agency (SUNA) 
reported Friday, quoting a military spokesman. “The armed 
forces have managed up to now to kill over 500 of the invad- 
ing troopt destroy or seize IT tanks and five armoured vehi- 
cles,” Lieutenant General Abdul Rahman Sir AI Khatim was . 
quoted by SUNA as saying. Al Khatim told the seminar his 
troops had destroyed two Ugandan brigades which were fight- 
ing government forces in the Eastern Equatoria state of south- 
ern Sudan. 

Over 100 dead in tribal conflict in Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — More than 100 people were kitted in 
recent clashes between two Sudanese tribes in the west of the 
country, the Akhbar Assaah newspaper reported Friday. The 
conflict in southern Darfur pitted members of the dominant 
Habbaniyah tribe against Abu Dereq tribesmen seeking auton- 
omy in Buram province. The Abu Dereq tribesmen fled tbe 
province following the clashes, the newspaper said. They bad 
sought an “independent local administration'' in the province, 
which is controlled by the Habbaniyah tribe. 

TUrkey, Macedonia to discuss B alkans 

ANKARA (AFP) — President Suleymen Demirel left Turkey 
Friday fa - an official two-day visit to Macedonia to discuss tbe 
former Yugoslav Republic’s independence and position in the 
world. ‘Turkey will continue to support the sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity of Macedonia,” Anatolia news agency quoted 
Demirel as saying, adding that the situation in Kosovo would 
also be discussed Demirel will meet with Macedonian FbredgQ 
Minister Kiro digorov and is to renew agreements concerning 
agriculture and cooperation in scientific and technical research. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 ..Cartoon — Aniimniacs 

15:30 -.Gowning Around 

16:00 .....Drama — Neighbours 

16:30 Doc. — Peer Pressure 

17:00 French Programme — 
"Faut Pas Rever" 

18:00 .Drama — Wind ai 

My Back <Ep. I) 

L9:00 ..... le Journal 

19:15 French Programme — 
Lo'euf de Colomb 

19 JO .News headlines 

19:35 .... ..—Murphy Brown 

20:00 -Talk Show - Sirens 

21:15 Drama — ABC of Democracy 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 .. .Feature film — “Die HsitT 

23:59 Country Music 

00 -JO ... JEndofTX. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:09 ... 


05:26 

-..(Sunrise) Duha 

11:25 

Dhuhr 

14:47 

- 'Asrl 

17:23 

Maghreb 

18:40 — 



CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh,Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 


Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
462485 3/4624S II. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477 1751. 

• Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
Tbe Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salk College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
464613S 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fiefa m 5920)46 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

Hie Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 


Moderate to fine weather con- 
ditions will prevail with winds 
northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 

moderate and seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 

.17/30 


22/35 


.15/32 



Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30 Aqaba 35. Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 22 per 

coil Aqaba 35 percent 


Following are the highest tern- 

prea cures expected today 
following areas: 

in tbe 


25 

Jerash - — ... 



29 


29 



31 

Dead Sea 

.-...36 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

De KbaHounAsfour S332600 

Dr. BflaJ AI Savyid — .4890280 


Dr. AwmHawamdeh 5332350 

Dr. Dmfiq Qub'am 4623029 

Firas pharmacy .5661912 

Al Asema pharmacy.... 4637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
Al Salam pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmrisani pharmacy 4637660 

Najib pharmacy 53477632 

0RBID: 

Dr. Gfaau Ja'amneh 25009] 

Al Quds pharmacy i — I 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram HaddadL.... 985550 
KbaKfeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Contra] Centre.. ...4637 11) 
(>^Ddia^Depairnera -5661 111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue - .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue ft&e 192.4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police. — 4896390 

Public Security Dept,... 463032 1 

Hotel Complain is 21605800 

Price Complaints .5661176 

Vvto&S^vo^GiTptiits 4397467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 


Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

Abdaii Tel. Repairs .5661)01 

JordanTelevisioo 4773111 

Radio Jordan .47741 1 1 

Water Authority -56S0I00 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight Information. .44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport ..4453200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Gertie for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921 199 

The Islamic, AbdK 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Matemity......46442Sl/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine. Shraeisani ...5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital — 5669131 
University Hospital -....5353444 
AI-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdaii 5664 1 64/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .4775111/26 

Army, Maika 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital -5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 


Zarqa 

_ -.(09)983323 

National Hospital 

rn9«00560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
rnotoonogo 

IRBED: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

lfy v t?72275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
— (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 


(031314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) infonriation 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:10 Tehran (RJ) 


07:30 Damascus (RJ) 

08:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:25 . — -Beirut (RJ) 

09:30 .Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

09:45 Doha, Bahrain tRJ ) 

10:15 — Colombo (RJ) 

14:55 ..New York Amsterdam (RJ) 

ItirOO —Cairo (RJ) 

16 JO ..... -London (RJ) 

21i55 -Milan. Rome (RJ) 

22:30 Franldurt (RJ) 

22 JO Paris (RJ) 

01:30 — Madrid (RJ) 

04:30 ■ — .Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:05 London. Damascus (BA) 

12:00 Riyadh (SV) 

13:10 Abu Dhabi Doha (GF) 

14:05 -.Vienna (OS) 

15:25 Dubai, Muscat (HK) 

17:40 JBeinit (ME) 

1& 00 - Paris (AF) 

18:05 — Frankfort (LH) 

22*5 .Cairo (MS) 

22:40 .ArasterdarmKL) 

00rf)5 London, Damascus (BA) 

01:05 Belgrade (JU) 

°2 : °° Rome(AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

09:20 Aqaba f arriving at QAlA 
and proceeding to Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

18:00 Aqaba ('arriving at Marka 
Airport) 

22:25 Aqaba (Marka Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


05:45 Beirut (RJ) 

10:45 —Berlin, FranJdxcrr (RJ) 

11:15 ....... — Milan, Rome (RJ) . 

U130 Paris, Brussels (RJ) ' 

11:40 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

12:00 Geneva, Madrid(RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJ) 

12:15 .Carlo (RJ) 

13=05 London (RJ) 

20:05 ...Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

20:20 Bombay (RJ) 

20:25 Jeddah (RJ) 

23130 — Abu Dahbi, Dubai (RJ) 


Other nights 


06:35 ..Damascus, London (BA) 

13:30 «... Riyadh (SV) 

14:00 Abu Dhabi. B ahrain (GF) 

14:50 Vienna (OS) 

18:00 Dubai (EK) 

19:90 — — Beirut (ME) 

23:40 . -Beirut. Amsterdam (KL) 

°2:10 Belgrade (JU) 

03:00 Rome(AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

08:30 Aqaba (from Maika Air- 
pon) 

2°'J0 Aqaba < from QAIA).(RW)_ ’ 
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Queen, Nobel Prize winner celebrate 
milestone for Mine Ban Treaty 



m war games 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and 
the 1997 Nobel Prize co- 
laureate Thursday joined 
a number of leaders in the 
worldwide movement to 
ban landmines at the 
United Nations in New 
York to commemorate a 
milestone in the ] 997 
Ottawa convention to ban 
landmines, according to a 
press release. 

Queen Noor, Jody 
Williams of the 
International Campaign 
to Ban Landmines, Cana- 
dian Foreign Minister 
Lloyd Ax worthy, Norwe- 
gian Ambassador to the 
ON. Ole Peter Kolby and 
U.N. Deputy Secretary 
General Louise Frechette 
commemorated Burkina 
Faso’s ratification of the 
treaty two weeks ago. The 
treaty will now enter into 
force on March 1. 1999 
— faster than any major 
treaty in history, the state- 
ment said. 

Queen Noor, who flew 
to New York before 
returning to the Mayo 
Clinic, noted that the 
states which have acced- 
ed to the convention so 
far are not only nations 
that led the mine ban 
treaty negotiations (such 
as Austria, Canada. Ire- 
land, Norway and South 


Africa.), but also major 
producers and exporters 
of landmines (such as 
France. Germany, Britain 
and Hungary), and coun- 
tries where mines have 
been used most exten- 
sively (such as Bosnia. 
Croatia, Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe). 

She added that the 
Ottawa convention is a 
comprehensive treaty 
because it not only 
includes a total ban on the 
weapon, but also mine 
clearance, victim assis- 
tance and rehabilitation 
programmes. The Queen, 
who is the patron of the 
Landmine Survivors Net- 
work, said that in addi- 
tion to her “long-standing 
opposition to war. arms 
proliferation and squan- 
dering of vital and scarce 
resources that should be 
used for development, I 
have a particular interest 
in this issue because I 
come from one of the 
most mine-infested 
regions of the world — 
where mines planed since 
World War II and during 
more recent conflicts are 
killing innocent men. 
women and children daily 
and endangering the agri- 
cultural and economic 
productivity." 

According to the 


Queen, five out of IS 
countries in the region, 
including Jordan, have 
signed the treaty but only 
Yemen has ratified it. Jor- 
dan is proceeding with 
the constitutional proce- 
dures to ratification. 

Jody Williams, ICBL 
ambassador, outlined an 
agenda aimed at bringing 
recalcitrant governments 
on board and developing 
an initiative by the ICBL 
to monitor the implemen- 
tation of and compliance 
with the ban treaty. The 
monitoring initiative, 
known as Landmine 
Monitor, will be the first 
attempt to establish a 
civil society-based sys- 
tem for tracking and 
reporting on compliance 
with an arms 

control/humanitarian law 
treaty. The ICBL hu.s 
expressed its concern 
about reports of new mine 
laying in countries that 
have signed the ban 
treaty, such us Angola, as 
well as extensive use of 
mines in Kosovo by the 
government of the Feder- 
al Republic of 

Yugoslavia, which has 
not signed the treaty, the 
statement added. 

Canada, Norway and 
the Soros Foundation all 
announced major contri- 


butions to the ICBL and 
its new “Challenge 
Fund." The fund was 
established with the 
approximately $500,000 
Nobel Prize award 
received by the ICBL. 
The ICBL is challenging 
donors, both government 
and private, to help build 
the fund to ensure the 
long-term sustainability 
of the ICBL, which has 
been widely hailed as the 
engine driving the global 
mine ban movement. 

"Without the ICBL, 
there would not have 
been a comprehensive 
ban treaty and we would 
not have seen its entry 
into force so rapidly. 
Through the Challenge 
Fund we can ensure that 
non-governmental organ- 
isations and civil society 
can continue to lead the 
effort to eliminate mines 
until the day when inno- 
cent civilians no longer 
suffer from this scourge." 
said Williams. 

Attending the confer- 
ence were U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, For- 
eign Minister Abdul Ulah 
Khatib, Ambassador to 
the U.S. Marwan Muash- 
er. Prince Zeid Ben Ra’d, 
Senator Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and other offi- 
cials, said the statement. 


Prince Mohammad 
celebrates 58th birthday 
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AMMAN l Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad Ben Talal, 
the personal representa- 
tive of His Majesty King 
Hussein, celebrated his 
58th birthday Friday. 

Born in Amman on Oct. 
2, 1940, Prince Moham- 
mad was educated at the 
Islamic College in 
Amman and . pursued 
higher studies in Switzer- 
land and Britain. He stud- 
ied at the military college 
in Baghdad between 1956 
and 1957 and later joined 
the Special Royal Guard 
before becoming the 


King's militaiy aide. 

Prince Mohammad was 
president of both the Jor- 
danian Tribal Chiefs 
Council in 1971 and the 
Higher Tourism Council 
in 1972, and currently 
directs the Jordanian 
Shooting Federation, the 
Royal Shooting Club and 
the Jordan Chess Federa- 
tion. 

Prince Mohammad mar- 
ried HRH Princess 
Taghrid in 1981 and has 
two sons. Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Talal 
and Prince Ghazi. 



EC finances surveys for wastewater project 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Two 
contracts were signed at 
the European Commis- 
sion Delegation Thurs- 
day for additional inves- 
tigations within the 
European Union- 

financed feasibility study 
on wastewater collection, 
treatment, disposal and 
reuse systems for the 
catchment area of the 
Yarmouk and Jordan 
rivers, an EC press state- 
ment. 

The contracts, awarded 
to local firms for a total 
of ECU 103,000, include 


a geotechnical investiga- 
tion and a topographic 
survey of the area, which 
spans the entire north of 
Jordan with the excep- 
tion of Amman. A third 
contract is foreseen for 
water sampling and will 
be concluded at a later 
date. the statement 
added. 

Results of the investi- 
gations will be incorpo- 
rated in the final feasibil- 
ity study of the "waste- 
water" project, an 
ECU780.000 project 
consisting of the prepara- 


tion of technical,’ eco- 
nomic and financial fea- 
sibility studies, prelimi- 
nary designs and an envi- 
ronmental impact assess- 
ment for the main project 
elements, including new 
or upgraded wastewater 
collection networks and 
treatment plants as well 
as treatment of agricul- 
tural drainage water. 

The wastewater study 
is one of three water sec- 
tor projects in Jordan 
financed by the European 
Union in the framework 
of the 1994 peace treaty. 


The other two are feasi- 
bility studies for efficient 
water storage systems 
proposed on the Jordan 
River or other locations 
in the Jordan Valley and 
conveyance systems 
between the Jordan Val- 
ley and population cen- 
tres in northern Jordan. 

The conclusion of the 
contracts brings the 
amount spent by the 
European Union on water 
projects identified in the 
treaty to ECU2.3 million, 
the statement said. 


In address to U.N. General Assembly 

Jordan calls on Israel to 
accept U.S. peace proposal 


NEW YORK (Petra) — Jor- 
dan on Thursday urged the 
Israeli government to 
respond to the U.-5. peace 
initiative in order to end the 
deadlock in the Middle East 
peace process and demand- 
ed that Israel halt its arbi- 
trary measures against the 
Palestinian people. 

In Jordan's address to the 
U.N. General Assembly, 
Foreign Minister Abdul Hah 
Khacib emphasised Jordan’s 
continued efforts to achieve 
a lasting and honourable set- 
tlement to the Arab-Israeii 
conflict 

Khatib said Jordan sup- 
ports the American initiative 
to give impetus to Palestin- 
ian-lsraeli negotiations. The 
signing of the 1994 jordan- 
lsrael peace treaty demon- 
strates Jordan's commitment 
to achieving a lasting peace 
on all Arab-lsraeli tracks, he 


added. 

Khatib said the Kingdom 
appreciates the efforts of the 
Palestinian leadership and 
its desire to reach an accord 
that would end the present 
deadlock. 

The foreign minister 
demanded that the Israeli 
government respond fully to 
the U.S. initiative and imple- 
ment the peace accords. He 
Stressed that Israel using 
security considerations as an 
excuse' for defaulting on the 
peace accords prevents gen- 
uine progress and further 
aggravates the situation in 
the region. 

Referring to Jerusalem, 
Khatib called on Israel to 
rescind all measures 
designed to change the char- 
acter of the Holy City, 
adding that unilateral mea- 
sures taken before the com- 
pletion of the final status 


negotiations violate the Oslo 
accords. 

The foreign minister 
demanded that Israel halt all 
its measures against the 
Palestinian people, includ- 
ing closures of the Palestin- 
ian territories, arbitrary 
arrests, demolitions of Arab 
homes, land confiscations 
and Jewish settlement build- 
ing. 

On the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency, 
Khatib said Jordan attaches 
great importance to the 
agency's continued services 
to Palestinian refugees. He 
noted that Jordan hosts the 
greatest number of these 
refugees and provides them 
with basic services at a cost 
almost exceeding that of the 
agency's annual budget 

Khatib demanded that 
UNRWA continue its ser- 
vices until the refugee prob- 


lem has been completely 
solved and the refugees have 
been repatriated to their 
homeland or compensated 
for their loss of property. 

Khatib met in New York 
Friday his Kuwaiti counter- 
part Shiekh Sabah A1 
Ahmad A1 Sabah at the 
Kuwaiti mission. Later 
Kahtib told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the meet- 
ing took place in a brotherly 
atmosphere and the discus- 
sion covered issues of com- 
mon concern and develop- 
ments in the Middle East. 

Present at the meeting 
were Jordan's permanent 
ambassador to the U.N. Has- 
san Abu Nameh and 
Kuwait’s envoy to the U.N. 

Khatib on Friday held 
talks with U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan and 
other foreign ministers. 


Prosecution completes interrogation of 
suspects in Rabia, Shmeisani murders 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The state prose- 
cution has completed its inter- 
rogation of seven people sus- 
pected of involvement in the 
Rabia and Shmeisani murders 
in January and May of this year 
and is expected to refer the 
case to the state anomey gener- 
al soon, according to official 
sources. 

Slate Prosecutor Mahmoud 
Obeidat, who finished prepar- 
ing the chage sheet against the 
suspects, will refer the case to 
the state attorney general, who 
in turn will examine the case 
before referring it to the State 
Security Court, according to a 
repeat in the Arabic daily Al 
Ra’i on Thursday. 

A total of 12 people were 


killed in the two incidents, 
including eight Iraqi and 
Egyptian nationals at a luxuri- 
ous villa in Rabia on January 
17 and three prominent Jorda- 
nians in Shmeisani on April S. 
A taxi driver believed to be an 
accomplice of the suspects was 
found murdered on April 16. 

Officials announced the 
arrest of the suspects in May. 
The final atresr was made on 
May 25, when police took a 
suspect into custody following 
a shoot-out in Satiab that left 
his accomplice dead. 

Following the incident, then 
Interior Minister Naihir Rashid 
said the motive of the murders 
was purely “financial’’ putting 
an end to numerous rumours 
that linked die killings with for- 
eign countries. 


The victims of the Rabia 
incident included Iraqi Charge 
d' Affaires Hikmai Hajou. his 
wife Lai la Sha’ban, Nonur 
Ochl on Iraqi business man, 
three other Iraqis and two 
Egyptians. 

Officials said that Ochi was 
the target and that the rest were 
killed because they happened 
to be at the crime scene. 

The Shmeisani murders 
involved a prominent Jordan- 
ian lawyer. Hanna Nadeh, his 
son Suhaii and psychiatrist 
Awni Sa'ad. The three were 
found dead in Sa'ad's clinic in 
Shmeisani. 

The officials said Sa’ad was 
tiie target, adding that the 
motive of the murcter was “per- 
sonal differences” between the 
assailants and Sa'ad. 



SHOPPING TIME: Consumers take in the merchandise Friday at an open-air mar- 
ket in Amman (Photo by Yousef ’Allan) 


King 

receives 

senators 

Obeidat, 

Masri 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Thursday received Sena- 
tors Ahmad Obeidat and 
Taher Masri at his resi- 
dence in Washington. 

The Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported 
that King Hussein assured 
.them his health was good. 
Obeidat and Masri wished 
. the King a speedy recovery 
and safe return home. 

The two senators voiced 
appreciation of their 
appointment as members 
of the Upjper House of Par- 
liament. 

Masri and Obeidat, both 
outspoken critics of 
domestic and foreign poli- 
cies, were appointed sena- 
tors on Sept. 12. 

The Nablus-born Masri 
served briefly as prime 
minister in 1991, when Jor- 
dan was preparing for the 
Middle East peace confer- 
ence in Madrid. 

Obeidar is a former intel- 
ligence chief who served as 
prime minister from 1984 
to 1985. He was asked to 
resign from the Senate four 
years ago after criticising 
the 1994 peace treaty with 
Israel. 

Obeidat was particularly 
vocal against the bilateral 
water arrangement as out- 
lined in the peace deaL 
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DARAT AL FUNUN 
SUMMER 98 FESTIVAL 

“Summer 98" cultural activities at 
Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, to 
last until Sept 30, include: 

EXHIBITIONS 

* 50 years of graphic art from 
Lebanon and works by Jordanian 
artist Sahel Hiari at the Main House. 

* Works by Iraqi artist Samer 
Usama and by Jordanian artist Said 
Haddaditi at the Blue House. 

* Installation works by Jordanian 
artist Sarnia Zaru at the Byzantine 

Church. 

* Exhibition of photographs “Mem- 
ory of a Place” by Jordanian artist 
Hussein Da'seh at the Museum. 


LECTURES 

* "The Generation of J89S and the 
Spanish Contemporary Literature 
(in Arabic) by Dr. Antoine Khater at 
the Faculty of Arts, University of Jor- 
dan on Sunday Oct. 4 at 1:00 p.m. 


* “Ancient Arab, Greek and Jewish 
Communities on the Dead Sea: 
Recent Archaeological Discoveries in 
Jordan" by Dr. Konstantinos Politis 
(sponsored by the Royal Institute for 
Inter-faith Studies in cooperation 
with the Embassy of Greece! at Le 
Meridien (formerly Forte Grand) at 
5:30 p.m. (Tel. 56961 S3). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Iraqi artist Talal 
Mikha'il at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre, until Oct. 8. 

* Amman Seventh International 
Book Exhibit at the City Hall, Ras Al 
‘Ain. until Oct. 10. 

+ Works by graduates of the Arts 
Centre (including ceramics, paint- 
ings, and sculpture) at the centre, 
Mahmoud Irani St. (Tel. 5529619), 
until Oct. 8. 

♦Exhibition of caricature of Arab 
personalities at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, until Oct. 3. 


‘Environmental impact assessments to 
become mandatory for development projects’ 


By Hind-Laro Mango 

ANKARA — Jordan is in the 
process of making environmental 
impact assessments (El A) 
mandatory for all development 
projects to meet global funding 
requirements and protect natural 
resources, environmentalists 
have said. 

Jordanian experts, speaking at a 
workshop held in Ankara earlier 
this week, said the Ministry of 
the Environment last Tuesday 
approved draft regulations to 
institutionalise the EIA direc- 
torate at the ministry’s General 
Corporation for Environmental 
Protection (GCEP) as stipulated 
under the 1995 Environment 
Law. 

The rules, to take effect after 
approval by the Cabinet, will sei 
a standard EIA mechanism for 
assessing the environmental 
impact of all local projects seek- 
ing foreign funding, including 
World Bank aid. 

“We hope this draft will be 
approved before the end of this 
year,” said Yasin Zou’bi, recently 
appointed as the first director of 
the four-year-old EIA directorate, 
which has remained largely 
toothless in the absence of such 


rules. 

EIA studies have been largely 
applied to tourism and water pro- 
jects in Jordan over the past 
years, Zou'bi told the seminar, 
entitled the “Political Economy 
of the Environment." It ended in 
Ankara on Thursday. 

"The EIA is being implemented 
at the Aqaba Regional Authority 
and the Azraq 'oasis,” Zou’bi 
said. 

Jordan's EIA unit is funded by 
Global Environmental Facilities 
(GEF) and is implemented by the 
United Nations Development 
Programme in Jordan. 

“We have conducted various 
environmental assessments for 
salt extraction and other agro- 
chemicals at the Azraq Basin [in 
northeast Jordan!, in the nearby 
Wadi Rajil Dam and for the aqua- 
culture industry,” he added. 

The King Hussein Environmen- 
tal Management Training Pro- 
gramme (KHEMTP'i Is helping 
set up local institutions and train- 
ers to support the legal frame- 
work of the implementation of 
the EIA regulations. 

“This will provide the country 
with the proper expertise to 
develop its economy and simulta- 
neously protect its natural and 


human environment,” said 
KHEMTP National Coordinator 
Suhair Khatib. 

The GCEP is focusing on train- 
ing governmental and non-gov- 
ernmental organisations as well 
as the private sector, which will 
enforce EIA terms of reference 
and review project reports. 

World Bank officials told the 
seminar their institution had 
encouraged the establishment of 
national EIA systems since 1987 
to help sustain development. 

The workshop highlighted that 
projects would have to integrate 
economic and biophysical sys- 
tems in order to maximise avail- 
able resources. 

"When relating economic poli- 
cies to the environment, econom- 
ic growth is constrained by the 
sustainability of resources," said 
Fadi Doumani from the Econom- 
ic Development institute (EDI) at 
the World Bank, adding that 
"constraints are established 
through the political process." 

Most developing countries suf- 
fer from the lack of regulations 
related to environment protec- 
txon. 

"EIA is country specific " said 
Joseph Leitmann. a senior urban 
planner at the World Bank. 


"Usually some sort of screening 
takes place where certain projects 
are automatically subject to EIA 
such as a chemical factory, or 
projects located in an environ- 
mentally sensitive area which 
might disrupt a watershed or bio- 
diversity of a particular ecosys- 
tem," Leitmann added. 

But because classic EIA is a 
reactive process in which envi- 
ronmental problems are dealt 
with in relation to a particular 
project, strategic EIA has been 
introduced. 

“This allows for an analysis of 
the industrial sector, and how 
planned industrial projects might 
effecr each other." said Leitmann. 

“Strategic EIA allows for glob- 
al environmental assessment to 
determine possible outcomes of a 
range of projects on global envi- 
ronmental problems like global 
wanning. It goes beyond project- 
by-project analysis and helps in 
determining the impacts of pro- 
grammes and policies,” he added. 

The EDI’s environmental strat- 
egy objective is to enable World 
Bank borrowers to initiate and 
implement environmental eco- 
nomic studies, and to identify 
policies and investments ensur- 
ing sustainable development. 
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German SPD, Greens 
share common ground, 
but differences too 


BONN (AFP) — They may 
be best political pals now 
as they get ready for gov- 
ernment, but Germany's 
Social Democrats and 
Greens must avoid fallin g 
out over the next three 
weeks to make their 
planned coalition work. 

No one really expects 
their coalition talks, which 
began Friday, to fail. They 
share enough co mm on 
ground, and too strong a 
thirst for change after 16 
years under Helmut Kohl, 
for thaL 

However they must still 
gloss over differences on 
issues such as defence, 
petrol pump prices, the 
pace of nuclear disman- 
tling and foreign policy to 
be able to forge an agree- 
ment inside their own time- 
frame of three weeks. 

Even before the negotia- 
tions started, both sides 
tried to stake out their posi- 
tions. 

Schroeder set the tone 
Monday, a day after his 
Social Democrats (SPD) 
won elections against 
Kohl’s government, saying 
his party will not compro- 
mise on economic stability, 
domestic security and con- 
tinuity in foreign policy. 

It was a point repeated by 
party leaders over the 
week, the latest being sec- 
retary general Franz 
Muentefering, who warned 
the Greens in an interview 


On the other hand, the 
Greens have been demand- 
ing four cabinet seats and 
equal footing in the talks. 

Following are the main 
areas of discussion: 

Unemployment: Both 

SPD and Greens have put 
tackling unemployment as 
their top priority, and are in 
broad agreement. They aim 
to form a pact for labour 
uniting employers, unions 
and government and to 
reduce working hours. 

Tax reform: The SPD 
wants to cut the top rate of 
tax from 53 to 49 per cent 
and the lowest rate from 
25.9 to 15 per cent The 
Greens would cut the high- 
est rate to 45 per cent and 
the lowest to 18.5 per cent, 
and also want to introduce 
an “ecology tax” on energy 
to finance cuts in non-wage 
labour costs. Both aim to 


published Friday against 
“exaggerated demands.” 


get more state money to 
families. 

PetroL: One of the major 
areas of difference. The 
Greens want to increase 
petrol pump prices by up to 
26 pfennig (15 cents) per 
litre — it is roughly 1.50 
mark now — to offset 
social costs and help tackle 
unemployment. The SPD 
says six pfennig is enough. 

Nuclear power Another 
bone of contention. SPD 
and Greens agree on get- 
ting rid of nuclear energy 
as a power source, but 
while the SPD foresees a 
lengthy dismantling pro- 
gramme of up to 30 years. 


Hitting hepatitis early 
and hard may work better 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Hitting the hepatitis C 
virus early and hard may 
be the best way to keep it 
under control, researchers 
said Thursday. 

Just as researchers have 
found with the HTV virus 
that causes AIDS, quick 
drug treatment can damp 
down the hepatitis virus’s 
attempts to spread in the 
body, teams at Bar-Dan 
University in Israel and the 
University of Illinois at 
Chicago reported. 

“You want to treat the 
patients hard with drug 
therapy in the beginning 
and shut down production 
of the virus," Dr. Thomas 
Layden of the University 
of Dlinois said in a state- 


ment. 

“This way you prevent 
drug-resistant mutations 


from developing.” Avidan 
Neumann and colleagues 
in Israel used interferon a- 
2b (TFN), sold under the 
name introo by Schering- 
Plough Corp., to treat 
hepatitis C. They used a 
mathematical model to 
analyse how the virus pro- 
gressed in 23 patients. 

Studies had indicated that 
the drug — a genetically 
engineered version of a 
natural immune system 
chemical — worked by 
preventing the virus from 
infecting cells. 

But Neumann's team 
found that IFN can also 
block the production or 
release of the virus and that 
larger doses given early on 
could hamper viral growth. 

Patients given Intron 
very early in their infection 
had a drop in viral load — 


the amount of measurable 
virus in the blood — after 
just two days. 

“Initially treating aggres- 
sively should be consid- 
ered as a means of increas- 
ing the success of therapy.” 
they concluded in their 
report, published in the 
journal Science. 

Hepatitis C infects 
between 2 and 15 per cent 
of people around the 
world. It attacks the liver 
and up to three percent of 
victims develop liver can- 
cer. 

Drug treatment, such as 
IFN. works only in a per- 
centage of cases. 
Neumann's team said they 
hope their findings can 
help — but most patients 
do not know they are 
infected right away as there 
are few initial symptoms. 
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the Greens want it 
scrapped as soon as possi- 
ble. 

Defence: The Greens aim 
to reduce the Bundeswehr, 
the German army, by half 
and scrap national service. 
The SPD wants to keep 
things as they are. 

Foreign policy: The 

Greens have called for 
NATO’s eventual dissolu- 
tion and do not want 
Bundeswehr troops in 
peacekeeping missions. 
The SPD stands behind 
NATO and says the 
Bundeswehr can take part 
in U.N. -approved missions. 

Citizenship: Both parties 
aim to allow children born 
of immigrant parents in 
Germany to acquire dual 
nationality. The Greens 
want it to apply to all, the 
SPD only to those with ar 
least one parent born also 
in Germany. 

Security: Again, the dif- 
ference is in the detail. The 
SPD follows a bard line on 
crime, the Greens want to 
focus more on crime pre- 
vention. 

Once the main themes 
have been h amm ered out. 
the negotiating begins over 
the cabinet. For the Greens. 
Joschka Fischer and 
Juergen Trittin are widely 
expected to get the foreign 
and environment ministries 
respectively. 

If the Greens get a third 
seat it wDl go to a woman 
under party rules on equal 
representation. 



Former Rwandan Mayor Jean Paul Akayesu listens as the United Nations 
International Criminal Tribuanal on Rwanda read the verdict in his case, the first to 
be concluded after the 1994 Rwandan genocide in which some 800,000 Tlutsis were 
killed. The U.N. Tribunal sentenced Akayesu. convicted of crimes against humanity 
and genocide, to life imprisonment (Reuters photo) 


U.N. tribunal sentences 


Rwandan mayor to life 


ARUSHA. Tanzania (AFP) 
— Jean-Paul Akayesu, sen- 
tenced Friday to life 
imprisonment by a U.N. 
war crimes tribunal for 
genocide and acts against 
humanity, was a cog in the 
wheel in the systematic 
killing that engulfed 
Rwanda in 1994. 

Unlike others facing trial 
before the International 
Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda, such as former 
Premier Jean Kambanda 
and Colonel Theoneste 
Bagosora, a senior defence 
ministry official during the 
genocide. Akayesu was 
merely the mayor of Taba. 
a small town in the central 
Gitarama district. 

He was not involved in 
the planning of the mass 
slaughter that claimed 
between 500.000 and 
800,000 Tutsi and moder- 
ate Hutu lives from April to 
July 1994. 


Akayesu was prosecuted 
for having incited the 
killing of more than 2,000 
Tutsis in Taba. but was not 
accused of carrying out 
murders or acts of sexual 
violence himself. 

A former teacher and 
then inspector schools, 
Akayesu, now 45. entered 
politics in 1991 in 
Republican Democratic 
Movement (MDR). in 
opposition to then presi- 
dent Juvenal Habyarirnana. 

The party was divided 
over whether to support the 
then rebel Rwandan 
Patriotic Front, the Tutsi- 
dominated movement that 
came to power in Kigali 
after defeating the 
Rwandan Armed Forces 
(FAR) and allied Hutu 
extremist militia. 

Akayesu headed the 
MDR's section in Taba and 
was elected mayor in April 
1993. He remained in the 


post until he fled Rwanda 
at the height of the geno- 
cide in June 1994. 

Most of the 41 witnesses 
who testified at his trial 
said that in the first days of 
the bloodbath, which erupt- 
ed April 7 following the 
death of Habyarirnana in a 
plane downing. Akayesu 
was opposed to the murder- 
ous Hutu extremists, 
known as Interahamwe. 

Prosecutors said he later 
shifted into the camp of the 
extremists and helped to 
organise massacres, while 
his defence portrayed him 
as a hostage to the 
Interahamwe. too weak to 
oppose them. 

Akayesu was arrested on 
Oct. 10. 1995. in Zambia 
and transferred May 26, 

1996, to Arusha, where his 
trial began January 9. 

1997. 

He is married with five 
children. 


Doctors in Sweden 
operate on boy still 
in womb 


STOCKHOLM (R) — 
A team of seven 
Swedish doctors have 
carried out the first 
open womb surgery in 
Europe to save a baby 
boy not yet born, med- 
ical authorities said 
Friday. 

Doctors at the Astrid 
Lindgren hospital in 
Stockholm opened the 
woman's womb and 
operated on the boy’s 
throat, which had 
grown together, one 
month before he was 
due to be born. 

<£ We carried out an 
operation to the boy’s 
airway. As far as I 
know it was the first 
one in Europe,” sur- 
geon Bjorn Frenckner 
told Reuters. “It was 
the umbilical cord that 
kept the boy alive while 
we operated/’ The sur- 
geon said the malfor- 
mation of the throat, 
called congenital air- 
way obstruction syn- 
drome (CAOS), was 
extremely rare but 
would have meant cer- 


tain death at birth if 
they bad not operated. 

“He would have 
died/’ Frenckner said. 
“So we had to clear the 
airway before birth.” A 
midwife discovered 
something was wrong 
with the on born boy 
during an ultra-sound 
check. Doctors then 
found the baby had 
unusually large lungs 
and saw that the airway 
was blocked. 

The surgeon cut open 
the woman’s womb on 
Sept. 23 and pulled out 
the boy’s head enough 
to operate for 19 min- 
utes. 

“The hardest thing 
was the short time we 
had. We had planned 
only one hour for the 
operation,'’ he said. 

Once the operation 
was completed the doc- 
tors pulled the boy out 
of the womb and cut 
the umbilical cord. 
Since the operation one 
week ago the boy is in a 
respiratory machine 
and is doing well. 


Howard confident of victory after 
cliffhanger Australian campaign 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 

Australian Prime Minister 
John Howard expressed 
confidence Friday that his 
conservative coalition gov- 
ernment would return to 
power in the weekend elec- 
tion after a campaign domi- 
nated by the economy and 
race. 

Polls said the two ruling 
parties would be returned 
with a reduced majority, but 
Howard told a news confer- 
ence: “I am feeling very at 
peace and satisfied that I 
have had an opportunity to 
put something to the 
Australian people which is 
important to their future.” 

Howard asked the public 
to trust the government to 
see them through the global 
economic crisis. He 
appealed to voters to give 
him a clear majority, arguing 
that minority government 
leads to instability. 

“1 believe the government 
deserves to be returned 
because it is better able to 
manage the Australian econ- 
omy in these difficult inter- 
national times,” he said. 

Most late polls said the 
contest was too close to call. 
An ACNielsen poll 
Thursday said the govern- 
ment was level-pegging the 
opposition with 50-50. 


A Morgan poll tipped 
Labour, giving it 50.5 per 
cent to 49.5 per cent for the 
coalition. 

But confidential polling by 
the major parties is reported 
to have confirmed the view 
of most commentators that 
the Liberal-National coali- 
tion will win a second term 
with a much reduced major- 
ity. 

They believe it will do so 
with the grudging support of 
an electorate” largely 
opposed to Howard’s 
planned economic reforms 
— a 10 per cent goods and 
services tax (GST) sweet- 
ened by 13 billion 
Australian dollars ($7.8 bil- 
lion) in annual income tax 
cuts. 

Labour strategists remain 
pessimistic about their 
chances of securing the 
national swing of about four 
per cent required to secure 
the 27 seats needed to win 


power. 

No government has been 
defeated after a single term 
since John Scullin lost for 
Labour during the great 
depression in 1932. 

Howard's positive 
demeanour contrasted with 
Labour leader Kim Beazley 
who has all but conceded 
defeat 


Beazley. who has cam- 
paigned against the GST and 
for a $1.5 billion job cre- 
ation programme, said the 
election was too soon to 
make enough of a dent in the 
coalition’s 44-seai majority 
to win. 

“I'd like another week to 
tell you the honest truth.” he 
told reporters in Melbourne. 

A few hundred votes in 
key marginals could decide 
the result, though it may not 
be known immediately 
because polling day is on a 
weekend holiday and record 
numbers have sought postal 
votes that will not be opened 
for days. 

The polls show that sup- 
port for Pauline Hanson's 
One Nation party, which 
wants to cut immigration 
and Aboriginal funding, has 
slumped to seven percent 
and she is unlikely to win 
seats outside her home state 
of Queensland. 

However, One Nation 
national director David 
Ettridge predicted One 

Nation would win 15 lower 
house and six Senate seats in 
its federal debut, despite 
being placed last on the 
preferential voting lists of 
all major parties. 

Beazley warned One 

Nation might do better than 


polling suggests, saying 
Australia could face a repeat 
of the Queensland election 
in which it won a quarter of 
the vote. 

“They have made compre- 
hensive chumps of them- 
selves during the course of 
this election campaign," he 
said. “But they do represent 
a degree of protest vote.” 

Newspapers backed 
Howard in editorials which 
shared the view that because 
of his much-needed reform 
agenda he deserved another 
term after a first marked by 
indecision and timid leader- 
ship. 

“Competent economic 

management demands that 
the coalition should be 
returned/’ said the Sydney 
Morning Herald in an edito- 
rial which urged the coali- 
tion to consider a change of 
leader regardless of the elec- 
tion result 

Australia's Chinese lan- 
guage press strongly 

opposed the government 
because of Howard’s han- 
dling of the race debate 
inspired by Hanson. 

“Our readers survey 

shows that John Howard is 
unpopular with Chinese vot- 
ers.” said Daniel Tong, 
deputy editor of the 

Australian Chinese Daily. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gunman surrenders in Marseille 
plane hijack drama 


MARSEILLE. France I AFP) — A French gunman who 
hijacked a small plane to Marseille Friday and took some 15 
people hostage has turned himself in to police, officiate ad. 
The gunnan* a 55-year-old withanaxe tognnd agamsthis fa- 
mer employer, the Dassault aeronautics firm, ted forcedjtbe 
pilot to change his flight path and land at Marseille anport. The 
Falcon chartered by Dassault-Industne, makers ofthe Mnage 
and Rafale fighter planes, was hijacked shortly after taking off 
from Istres. near Mareeille, bound for Pans. Tte hijacker, 
aimed with a pump-action rifle and a grenade, released 12 peo- 
ple but continued to hold several hostage while demanding the 
presence of lawyer Gilbert Collat'd. Shortly after negotiations 
began with Collard and a police officer, fee gumnan suirea- 
dered. “The hostage-taker is very calm, an official said as 
talks were underway. There was no immediate m^nation on 
his demands or on his problems with Dassault Officiate said 
the Falcon was carrying 12 people, including the gunman, and 
three crew. 


Hollywood pays tribute 
to Jeanne Moreau 


BEVERLY HILLS. California (AFP) — The U.S. film indus- 
try paid tribute to French actress Jeanne Moreau, with Film 
Association President Jack Vblenty calling her. “the stuff from 
which legends and myths are made.” During a ceremony host- 
ed by actress Sharon Stone at the Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, which hands out the Oscars, excerpts from 20 films 
directed by Moreau were shown, tracing the actress* 50-year- 
lons film career. Opening with scenes from Louts Malles 
“Viva Maria,” the film tribute ran for two-and-a-half hours, 
ending with “Mama,” Moreau's first music video for the 
singer Khadja Nin. In her personal homage. Stone said 
Moreau was very close to hen Being her friend is simple, true, 
consistent, generous beyond belief and incredibly important 
for me,” she said. Greeted by a thunderous applause as she 
stood next to a life-size Oscar, Moreau said it was an honour 
to receive her tribute standing next to the most desirable man 
in the film world. Alternating between her native French and 
English, Moreau said she was initially reluctant to receive her 
homage. ‘It entailed looking backwards,” she said, adding that 
while it was magnificent, ‘T m not too crazy about the past.” 


Pupil expelled for drugs 
from princes’ school 


WINDSOR. England (AFP) — A pupil has been expelled for 
taking drugs at Eton, the public school where Princes William 
and Harry study, the school confirmed Friday. After newspa- 
per reports that a 1 6-year-old boy had been excluded for 
smoking cannabis, a school spokeswoman said: “I can con- 
firm that a boy was asked to leave the school earlier this wed: 
in connection with a chugs incident” She declined to give 
further details, adding: “This is an internal matter, which has 
been dealt with by the headmaster, who will not comment on 
disciplinary matters within the school.” The school, west of 
London, which chaiges £ 13.410 ($22/500) per term, has been 
dogged by similar cases in the recent past Several boys have 
been expelled for smoking cannabis or being caught in.pos- 
session of amphetamines or the designer drug ecstasy. | 
Headmaster John Lewis has maintained a strict approach ! 
towards illegal drugs since he took over in 1994. Lewis, who 
is from New Zealand, introduced drugs testing for the boys in 


1996, making Eton the highest profile member of a growing 
body of mdependent schools which have adopted testing. A 
police spokesman said no legal action would be taken. 


Treating pooches could land 
one in jail 


CINCINNATI (AP) — A chiropractor's golden touch for a 
pair of man's best friends could land her in jail. Katherine 
Zabinski. a licensed chiropractor, treated Sherlock the- dachs- 
hund and Aiko the golden retriever, dogs in such severe pain 
that their owners considered having them euthanised. After 
the treatment, the dogs perked up, the owners said. But 
Zabinski now faces 21 misdemeanour counts of practising 
veterinary medicine without a license. She feces more than 
five years in prison and $15,000 in fines if convicted of all 
chaiges. Her lawyer. Nicholas Perrino, said she had ao idea 
she was doing anything wrong. “She knows there’s a need 
here. She absolutely loves treating the animals ,” said Perrino, 
who indicated his client may plead no contest in hopes of 
avoiding jail time. Ajmy trial is scheduled for Monday. Court 
documents indicate the charges were prompted by an Ohio 
Veterinary Medical Licensing Board investigation. 


Celebrated American designer to 
close business 


NEW YORK (AP) — Isaac Mizrahi, a celebrated designer 
and one of the key members of the American fashion indus- 
try, will reportedly go out of business this week after years of 
financial losses. Chanel Inc., the American division of the 
French fashion house, had been backing the enterprise, but 
pulled out because of the financial drain, company executive 
vice president Michael Rena said. “He knew and we knew 
where we were heading.” Rena said of Mizrahi in Friday’s 
New York Tunes. “We told him there was a point beyond 
which we were not going to continue.” Though widely con- 
sidered a successor to Donna Karan or Calvin Klein as the 
premier American designer, Mizrahi never created a signa- 
rnre image wife which the average shopper could identify, the , 
Tunes said. Mizrahi also felled to truly launch shoe, fragrance 
or cheaper secondary clothing lines. While top designers tend 
to sell at least 70 per cent of their collections at full price. 
Mizrahi sold only about half his collection. “For me it’s bit- 
tersweet, Mizrahi told the Times. “I don’t know what it says 
about fashion. I don’t know what it says about me. A lot of it 
is luck. ' 


Please don’t blow on the sculpture 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Most museums forbid patrons 
to touch the exhibits. How about blowing on the artwork? 
Guards at the San Francisco Museum of Modem Art have 
n on their toes the past month trying to stem many from 
exhaling on Alexander Calder’s whimsical mobiles. “We’re 
caching em in the act,” said Jason Mueller, the museum’s 
gaUery security supervisor. Tt happens a lot. People are 
blowing on or fanrnng the mobiles. We give them a friendly 
reminder that it s not allowed. “Most of the time they say. He 

2* 1 move ’ ■“* ** say. But we have to protect 
mem. Busted ponons are handed a blue flyer that asks them 

from ^ sculptures. Museum 
officiate said the mobiles are supposed to move subtly wife 

^ some visitors have said they 

7l S ^ of “resistible.” said John 
tough” f Cleveland * 1 lad to restrain myself; and it was • 
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Two Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) fighters enter a burned house in the Drcnica region. Most of the houses in the 
area have been torched by Serb forces in recent days (Reuters photo J 


looming political crisis 


Serbia says it is complying 
with U.N. resolution in Kosovo 


Russia 

develops 

new 

flamethrower 

MOSCOW ( AP) — Russia has 
developed a jet-powered 
flamethrower that has the 
power of a cannon and can be 
used in the most difficult ter- 
rain, the ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported Friday. 

The new device is a major 
advance because it marries the 
flamethrower with a jet, mak- 
ing it more accurate and giving 
it much greater range, the report 
said. 

The flamethrower is an 
infantry weapon dating hack to 
World War 1, which fires blasts 
of burning gasoline or other 
chemicals at targets. It is no 
longer widely used because had 
limited range and was cumber- 
some. 

Hie new Russian version, 
called the Bumble Bee, has on 
impact comparable to a 152 
mm artillery shell and a range 
of up to 1,000 metres. 


Prodi faces 

ROME (R) — Italian Prime 
Minister Romano Prodi 
acknowledged in an inter- 
view published Friday that 
he faced a serious crisis over 
his 1999 budget and accused 
Communist leader Fausio 
Bertinotti of refusing to 
heed common sense. 

“The situation is very, 
very serious. It’s difficult to 
understand why he 
(Bertinotti) is pulling so 
hard on the rope,” Prodi (old 
the financial daily II Sole 24 
Ore. 

“Ever since May, 
Bertinotti has not looked at 
the projects outlined in the 
budget on their own merit.” 
Prodi said Bertinoni's 
Communist Refoundarion 
had no justification for 
rejecting the budget. 

“I find myself asking how 
Refoundation can vote 
against us but if it does, we 
will be in crisis," Prodi said. 
“It seems that Bertinotti 
doesn’t want to address the 
contents of the budget or the 
enormous consequences a 


crisis would have." 

The prime minister 
lamented the difficulties his 
government has faced since 
it look power in May 1 99b. 

“Since its birth, this gov- 
ernment has not had a 
moment's peace.” he said. 
"First there was lire fighl to 
join the euro and the need to 
gain respect in other coun- 
tries. Then, reaching the tar- 
gets for monetary union... 
Now it is time for a great 
civil battle — to prove that 
stability is possible." 

Prodi has to wait for the 
Communists to formerly 
clarify ihcir position. 
Refoundation's political 
committee was due to meet 
Saturday and Sunday and 
was almost certain to reject 
the draft budget and end its 
backing for the government. 

Bertinotti rejected what 
may have been the govern- 
ment's last incentive offer 
Thursday — cabinet 
approval to set up an agency 
for promoting jobs in under- 
developed southern Italy 


and other employment 
incentives. 

While the Communist 
leader is sticking to his 
hardline stance, his natural 
allies have warned against 
provoking a budget crisis 
for the second consecutive 
year. 

“I'm not saying anything 
to anyone and I’m not mak- 
ing appeals to Bcmnoui." 
said Sergio Cofferati, the 
leader of Italy's biggest 
trades union CG1L. 

“I would only say that a 
political crisis now would 
be a huge risk for the coun- 
try.” Centre-right opposition 
leader Silvio Berlusconi has 
called for early elections, 
saying it is clear the govern- 
ment no longer enjoys a 
majority in parliament. 

“In a true democracy, in a 
democracy which isn’t a 
sham, when a government 
no longer has its majority, 
the say goes back to the vot- 
ers. And that is what we 
have to do now,” he told 
parliament Thursday. 


BELGRADE (AFP; — Serb 
authorities, under increasing 
diplomatic pressure over 
Kosovo, insisted Friday they 
were complying with inter- 
national demands despite 
mounting evidence to the 
contrary. 

Serb authorities in the 
provincial capital Pristina, in 
central Kosovo, said Friday 
that the withdrawal to bar- 
racks, promised by Belgrade 
Monday, was complete. 

Zonal Andjelkovic. 

appointed by Belgrade last 
week as president of an exec- 
utive council fur Kosovo, 
said: "During the last tour 
days, there have been no 
armed operations in 
Kosovo." 

He added that "military 
units have withdrawn to their 
barracks” in Pristina, in Pec 
and Djakovica in the wesL 
Kosovska Mitrovica in the 
north, and Prizren and 
Urosevae in the south. 

NATO Secretary-General 
Javier Solana said Friday that 
the alliance was ready to take 
action in Kosovo after 
reports of massacres of 
Albanian civilians emerged 
this week. 

Thursday the U.N. Security 
Council “strongly con- 
demned” the killing last 
weekend of around 30 ethnic 
Albanian civilians in central 
Kosovo which one survivor 


KAMPALA (AFP) — A 
rebel attack on a village in 
western Uganda has left 
nine civilians dead and 10 
injured, local newspapers 
reported Friday. 

Among those injured in 
the attack overnight 

Wednesday by armed 
raiders believed to belong 
to the Allied Democratic 
Forces (ADF) were two 
secondary school students 
and three policemen, 

reports said. 


and other witnesses attrib- 
uted to Serb armed forces. 

The killings sparked off 
worldwide outrage and led 
Washington to declare that a 
decision on NATO strikes in 
Kosovo could be taken by 
next Wednesday following a 
report by U.N. Secretary- 
Genera) Koffi Annan. 

Belgrade sought Friday to 
deftise tension by announc- 
ing it had invited indepen- 
dent Finnish experts to par- 
ticipate in the investigation 
of the killings, the official 
agency Tanjug said. 

The experts will gather evi- 
dence and try to identify the 
victims and the circum- 
stances of their deaths, the 
agency said. Human Rights 
Watch, a humanitarian 
organisation working in 
Kosovo, said it was shelter- 
ing an ethnic Albanian 
refugee who claimed to have 
survived an execution by 
Serb forces of 13 Kosovars 
who were beaten and shot. 

The human rights group 
called the wounded man a 
’■credible witness to a sum- 
mary execution.” He said he 
had pretended to be dead as 
the men were beaten and 
then sprayed with automatic 

gunfire. 

In the U.S., the New York 
Times reported that 
Washington had given 
Serbian" President Slobodan 


The state-owned New 
Vision newspaper said that 
government troops had 
engaged the rebels after the 
attack on Kaberere and 
killed seven of the insur- 
gents. 

However the independent 
Monitor daily, w'hich quot- 
ed civilian sources, said 
that three rebels were 
killed. 

A spokesman for the ADF 
told the Monitor by tele- 
phone late Thursday that 


Milsoevic two weeks to pull 
his special forces out of 
Kosovo or face NATO inter- 
vention. 

The U.S. has delivered no 
formal ultimatum to 
Belgrade but has said it 
would be willing to send in 
troops as pan of a NATO 
force, the paper quored high- 
ranking U.S. officials as say- 
ing. 

NATO sources in Brussels 
said that so far Belgrade has 
only withdrawn its forces to 
barracks within Kosovo, 
whereas the international 
community has demanded 
that they leave the province 
completely. 

.An evacuation would dis- 
engage Serb forces from the 
ethnic Albanian separatists 
they have been fighting since 
February, leaving at least 900 
people dead, mostly of them 
ethnic Albanians who consti- 
tute 90 per cent of the popu- 
lation. 

The withdrawal would also 
allow the establishment of a 
security zone in the province 
between the belligerents. 

Brussels cited reports from 
European. America and 
Russian observer missions of 
isolated incidents in Kosovo 
since Wednesday. 

Ibrahim Rugova, the ethnic 
Albanian leader in Pristina, 
reiterated his demand for 
international intervention 


the rebels killed 3 1 govern- 
ment soldiers during the 
fighting. 

The Monitor report said 
that abour 50 rebels led by 
two women commanders 
carried out the attack. 

The ADF insurgents, who 
have been fighting since 
November 1996 to over- 
throw the government of 
President Yoweri 

Museveni, are based in the 
Ruwenzori mountains 

which straddle Uganda's 


Friday and for an immediaie 
halt to the “Serb offensive.’ 

But the Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA). which has 
been fighting Belgrade for an 
independent Kosovo, said it 
was preparing for the “final 
struggle" against Serb forces. 

In a statement published in 
the ethnic Albanian daily 
Koha Ditore Friday, the KLA. 
said it had killed “97 enemies 
in Drenica, in the west and 
the south” between Sept. 21 
and 30. 

It claimed the Serbs were 
attacking civilian targets in 
“revenge” for defeats. 

Kosovo's self-appointed 
defence ministry' also said 
that “a KLA anti-terrorist 
unit" had killed 25 members 
of “Serb paramilitary forces” 
in the forests of Juitik in the 
west. 

In London, the Football 
Association (FA) said Friday 
it had cancelled England's 
friendly match against 
Yugoslavia next month after, 
judging that the game “in die 
current circumstances would 
be insensitive and wrong in 
the extreme.” 

The Vatican also urged the 
international community to 
act to resolve the crisis, 
recalling that the pope had 
said in July that the “world 
could not remain passive” in 
the face of the events in 
Kosovo. 


border with the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC). 

Uganda has said that the 
rebels operate out of rear • 
bases in the DRC, which is 
Museveni's justification for 
Uganda’s military presence 
in that country. 

But the DRC authorities 
have accused Uganda of 
sending troops to help 
rebels fighting to topple the 
regime of DRC President 
Laurent Kabila in 
Kinshasa. 


Rebels kill 9 civilians in western Uganda 



Our goal: To fill the world with faces like these 



The new Pioneer will lead the way to the future of entertainment 

At Pioneer, we're responsible for some of the most excited faces in the world, because weVe brought some of today's most exciting ideas in 
entertainment technology to iife. 

• The flat Plasma Display TV screen that can hang on your wall. 

• DVD, which brings together digital video, audio and computer information. 

• The digital satellite broadcasting system that brings you the joy of entertainment from around the world. 

From 1938, when Pioneer was first bom, until today, the world of entertainment has expanded almost beyond imagination. 

And so we have expanded our mission, from " better sound and better images u to our new quest: " The discovery of fun for everyone. " 

To reach this goal, and fill the world with faces like these, we will explore new frontiers in networking, navigation systems, and of course audio and video. 
That's why we have created a new corporate logo - to show that Pioneer is not merely making new products. 

Pioneer is newly reborn. 
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Before it is too late 


THE ESCALATION of tension between 
Turkey and Syria threatens the security and 
stability of the Middle East region as a 
whole. There are long-s tanding differences 
between the two neighbours oyer several 
issues including the sharing of the waters of 
the Euphrates River which originates from 
TUrkey as well as the alleged support that 
Damascus lends to the Kurdish Labour 
Party, the PKK. These two primary dis- 
putes have their historical roots in the dis- 
puted Iskendaron region in TUrkey which 
Syria still views as part of its territory. 

Military cooperation between TUrkey and 
Israel has certainly added fUel to the crisis 
since Syria suspects that the military 
alliance is primarily directed against her. 
Now Ankara is saying it is considering tak- 
ing countermeasures Including military 
action, against Syria if the latter did not 
cease to aid and abet the PKK. 

This is a dangerous development. It will 
not only give credence to Syria’s accusation 
that the Israeli-TUrkish cooperation is 
directed against it but would rally the Arabs 
on the side of Syria and in turn consolidate 
the TUrkish-Israeli alliance pushing the 
region into more turmoil and uncertainty. 

The Arabs fear that TUrkey is about to 
launch military incursions into northern 
Syria similar to its pursuit of the PKK into 
northern Iraq, a military option that was 
first introduced by Israel in southern 
Lebanon. Unlike Iraq, crippled by sanctions 
and no fly zones, Syria will certainly react 
to any Turkish incursion into its territory. 

To avoid such a scenario, differences 
between the two states should be quickly 
resolved either bilaterally or regionally. A 
regional meeting including the U.S. and 
Europe should be convened as soon as pos- 
sible to try to defuse the situation before it 
escalates into an open war. 

Turkey’s troubles with the PKK have been 
around for several years now. Whether a 
state or a number of states support the 
Kurdish secessionist movement or not, the 
ultimate resolution of the conflict lies in an 
imaginative and visionary approach that 
involves finding external and internal solu- 
tions to the problem. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra'i’s Fahed Fanek commented on Arafat's 
acceptance of a 10 per cent Israeli handover of terri- 
tory along with an additional three per cent designat- 
ed a nature preserve, and said that when the U.$. or 
Israel announce that there is a “breakthrough” on the 
Palestinian-Israeli peace track, it means more 
Palestinian concessions. A similar “breakthrough" 
was not making the declaration of a Palestinian state 
at the United Nations, the writer added. Fanek said 
he is aware of what he called “the power-balance 
confusion ” the “fragile” Arab position towards the 
Palestinian problem and U.S. unwillingness to push 
Israel towards respecting its commitments. Thus, 
“we do not blame Arafat for trying to save what can 
be saved," he concluded. 


Al Dustour’s Yaqoub Jaber said that thanks to stub- 
born Israeli policies, the Middle East and North 
Africa Economic Conference, among the deadlocked 
peace process’ “victims,” will not be held this year. 
Benyamin Netanyahu's polices have closed all possi- 
ble avenues for achieving progress in the peace 
process, and as a consequence the possibility of 
establishing economic cooperation in the region has 
been closed, the writer added. Most of the region’s 
governments are aware that the conference cannot be 
held because of the deadlocked peace process, and 
countries like Turkey, Syria, Oman and Tunisia did 
not show any enthusiasm to host a conference that 
could harm their relations with others in the region, 
said Jaber. 


U.S. embassy move ‘bad news’ ihjijJ 


“ISRAEL IS the only nation in the world that has been 
denied the right to choose its own capital." Thus spoke 
Jesse Helms, chairman of the U.S. Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, in a recent message to a Norwegian 
activist who is heading a group dedicated to ensuring the 
claim to the “whole of Jerusalem” as Israel’s “eternal, 
indivisible capital.” 

Though many in this region condemned Iraq's occupa- 
tion of Kuwait, they are immediately prompted to make a 
comparison between two annexations. 

They are tempted to retort that Iraq was denied not only 
the right to its claimed “19th province" — Kuwait — but 
also given a crippling military blow when it exercised that 
claimed “right” to take over its neighbouring emirate in 
August 1990. 

And if Helms and the likes of him in the U.S. Congress 
would argue that Kuwait was indeed not Iraq’s 19th 
province and Baghdad was coveting the territory of 
another sovereign country, they need to be told that the 
Israeli approach to Arab East Jerusalem is no different 
either (just in case they did not know). 

We are not challenging the world’s denial of Iraq’s 
claim to Kuwait as its 19th province: if anything we will 
be in the forefront of the international rejection of such 
claims if they were to resurface again. But American law- 
makers have to accept that they should apply the same 


yardstick for Iraq’s claim to Kuwait and Israel’s claim to 
Arab East Jerusalem (indeed an unlikely prospect, but 
they need to be told that much). 

Arab East Jerusalem is Palestinian territory whose 
future status is subject to direct Israeli-Palestmian negoti- 
ations. whether the incumbent Israeli government likes 
those negotiations or not. Israel has no right to demand 
that the international community recognise its unilateral 
annexation of the occupied Holy City. 

Israel, by virtue of its physical control of Arab East 
Jerusalem, may consider itself free to do what it wants in 
the Holy City, but that does not mean that the world 
accepts its cl aims . Call it what you will: the international 
impotence against Israel or the mighty Zionist influence 
in Washington — but regardless of all Israeli fait accom- 
plis in Arab East Jerusalem, Israel would never be able to 
legitimise its occupation of the Holy City. Yes, it can pro- 
long the dispute and adopt further unilateral decisions, but 
it would find itself challenged in every possible way by 
Palestinians and Mus lims . 

As far as we are concerned in Jordan. West Jerusalem is 
Israeli territory, and we implicitly accepted as much when 
His Majesty King Hussein went there to attend the funer- 
al of his partner in peace, Yitzhak Rabin, in 1995. But it 
beats us why U.S. senators like Helms should try to bring 
about an American move — that of transferring the U.S. 


embassy in Tel Aviv to occupied Jerusalem — at tiba 
juncture in an open recognition of Israel s claim to both 
West and East Jerusalem. „ . _ 

We do realise that Washington has given "united 
Jerusalem” de facto recognition as the “eternal and indi- 
visible" capital of the state for some tune now. 

A plot of land has been earmarked for the new premis- 
es and the U.S. Congress swiftly allocated funds for con- 
struction. As things stand today, Washington is waiting 
for the right political moment to launch construction. 

“The U.S. Congress has many times reaffirmed its view 
thar the united City of Jerusalem is the capital of the State 
of Israel ” says Helms in his letter to Kaare Kristiansen, 
international chairman of an organisation called 
“Embassy 2000” Campaign based in Oslo, Norway. 

“I expect to see a U.S. embassy in Jerusalem up and 
r unnin g by the year 2000 ” he adds. 

When someone as dedicated in servicing the Israeli 
interests as Helms believes a U.S. embassy will be in 
place in Jerusalem by 2000, then it is indeed bad news for 
all the Palestinians, Arabs and Muslims to whom the Holy 
City is so dear . For all they know, the Israeli lobby in 
Washington could persuade its faithful in Congress to 
press the lame-duck Clinton administration to give the 
green signal for the embassy move anytime — as soon as 
next week. 


AN OVAL OFFICE 
SPECIAL. J 



Out of Order 


Brian Brown 


Rights must be fought for 


I RECENTLY came across a remark- 
able photograph in the Independent 
newspaper. In fact, it was so interesting 
that I took time out from my hectic and 
frantic schedule to cut it out and save it 
for future reference. It was a picture 
showing young anti-Nazi protesters 
running away from police who were 
escorting “extreme right-wing” (to say 
the least) marchers in Rostock, 
Germany. It may not sound like much, 
especially in this part of the world, 
where scenes of Israeli police chasing, 
beating and killing people are com- 
monplace. Nevertheless. I have found 
myself grappling with several perplex- 
ing questions raised by the picture over 
the past few days. 

My m usings were mainly centred on 
one point: why were the police chasing 
the people that were protesting against 
the Nazis? The youth in the picture all 
have their faces covered to avoid iden- 
tification and are wearing old, worn- 
out clothing. One guy has a green 
mohawk. I admit that they’re not the 
best-dressed people in the world, but I 
don’t think that is any reason to be 
chased by police. So then I thought. 


maybe there was an error in the caption 
and the writer actually meant to say 
“German fashion police chase demon- 
strators.” 

Or perhaps the reason they were 
being dispersed is because these kinds 
of protesters can cause a little trouble 
at such events: fights break out, some 
people are hospitalised and, even 
worse, sometimes property is dam- 
aged. Of course, no society based on 
the rule of the law can tolerate such 
actions by hooligans who are probably 
unemployed and thus have all day to 
think up newer and more destructive 
means of expressing their discontent. 
So in come the police to clear them out, 
all the while protecting fascists advo- 
cating such noble principles as death 
camps, racism and genocide. The les- 
son to be learned here is. if you're 
going to get into crime, forget the petty 
stuff and concentrate on actions that 
will get you into the history books. You 
might even get police protection. 

Another matter that I devoted much 
thought power to was the composition 
of the protesters. As mentioned above, 
they would win no prizes for fashion. 


They’re not the kind of people parents 
want their kids to hang around with or 
employers want to hire. So basically 
we have these misfits as the only peo- 
ple standing up for what is supposed to 
be decent and right Where are all of 
the “normal” people, the upstanding 
members of society? Apparently a rise 
in Nazi activity is not a matter of con- 
cern to most people. 

Still, there are people who neverthe- 
less brand such protesters “trouble- 
makers" or “hooligans," despite the 
well-reasoned and razor-sharp argu- 
ments presented above. I’ll respond 
with one last argument: no rights, no 
freedom and no justice have ever been 
won without fighting. When people 
give up the struggle to achieve a decent 
standard of life and eliminate igno- 
rance, the wait for “rights” will be long 
indeed. 

RECOMMENDED READING: 
1984, by George OrweTL You would 
think that everyone has read this cru- 
cial book, but they haven’t! 
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The writer is on the editorial staff at 
the Jordan Times. 



An apology to foreign 
workers 


To the editor: 


government should have first declared 
an amnesty. 

Huzeima Nasser, 
Amman. 


AS A JORDANIAN citizen. I would 
like to apologise to all foreign workers in 


The adjusted Four Ds 


To the editor: 


my country who were detained over the 
past few days. While I can understand 
the desire to address the problem of ille- 
gal workers in Jordan, the methods have 
been entirely inappropriate. 

On Wednesday night, police officers 
detained two of my male domestic 
helpers, even though they presented 
proper papers. When their wives stood 
outside in the garden waiting for them, 
two plain-clothes police officers jumped 
out of an unmarked car, entered my 
premises, and chased them into my gar- 
den. The two women were carried off 
physically to the police station. 

At the station, all four of my domes- 
tics were treated more like criminals 
than law-abiding residents of the 
Kingdom. Most of those detained were 
women. Many were dressed only in 
underwear because they had not even 
been riven time to change when they 
were hauled from their beds. They all 
(old similar tales of rough treatment 
Some managed to secure their release, 
but many are still in detention. 

I have always been proud that in 
Jordan — unlike many other countries 
in the region — we can live without 
fearing a Iaie-niaht knock on the door 
from police. In tfiis instance, confidence 
has been misplaced. The strategy has 
obviously backfired: illegal workers 
have now gone into hiding and the prob- 
lem will now be harder to resolve. The 


I READ with great interest the article by 
Dl Yusuf Mansur concerning tourism in 
our beloved Jordan, how the events in the 
region affect us directly, and about how our 
product (i.e. Jordan) positioning should 
take place. L however, railed to understand 
the authors suggested strategy about hcrw 
we should implement the Four Ds into an 


already existing stagnant situation con- 
cerning tourism” and how to accomplish it 


prior to ”... the end of time ” As economists 
and consultants, we all understand the 
Four Ds and their presence in a perfect 
world, but to be more pragmatic, we. need 
to rewrite the Ds to suit our own needs and 
aspirations. In a broad sense, I think tint 
the four Ds should be the following: 

Do not underes timate the powers and 
funding the surrounding countries have 
Do not belittle an escalating situation 
present in an already vulnerable tourism 


industry in Jondan 
Do tod other m 


Do mid other means to effectively 
tion our great product other than test I 
scenarios 


Do pool together with the surrounding 
countries and leam from them or teach 


them. 

Again, tins is a broad sense of marketing 
in its pure raw form and not 3n anecdote to 
our problems in the tourism industry. 

Jordanians want to see action rather than 
words. Show the Jordanian public that 
there will be an influx of tourism into our 


country, and why there will be such an 
inrush in the coming two years, but at the 
same time show them what wOl happen 
beyond the year 2000. The availability and 
abundance of hotel rooms that are under 
construction by multinational hotel chains 
is awesome but worrying. These esteemed 
establishments will employ and train hun- 
dreds of people to be ready for the great 
flow of tourism into Jordan. This will no 
doubt have a profound dent in the rate of 
unemptoyment that will be commendable. 
But what happens to these grilled workers 
and their respective families after the great | 
wave, after everything returns to normal 
and possibly below normal (because we 
may have, as usual set such a high yard- 
stick for ourselves). A possible prognosis 
win be that these workers will return to the 
unemployment line seeking similar 
unavailable jobs or jobs that are menial to 
their training and qualifications, hence the 
return of unemployment. 

We need to find a long range plan for our 
tourism industry to flourish and remain 
strong. In this author’s opinion, this will 
only happen if the private and public sec- 
tore really put their hands together, push 
for restructuring, and place aside fiieir 
qualms and personal interests for the ben- 
efit of the many and not the few. Let us get 
away from establishing committee after 
committee after committee with no end 
results in sight until the problems seem to 
fade away but really never disappear 


Rama EAbuTakb, 
RO. Box 850190, 
Amman 


relations 
between the two 
countries. The 
relation between 
Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia is one of the 
basic elements of Arab 
unity and it supports the 
region’s peace and stability, 
said tbe editorial. The visit was 
a good chance to discuss the 
deadlocked peace process, and 
the two sides agreed to do then- 
best to achieve progress in the 
process, especially on the 
Palestinian track in order to 
ensure Palestinian rights in 
establishing their own inde- 
pendent state, tile editorial 
added. 

Al Ra’i’s Mahmoud Rimawi 
reviewed toe history of the 
Palestinian town erf Umra Al 
Fahem. saying Israel has been 
seizing the city’s land for a 
long time. Once a gain , tbe 
recent dashes in Uram Al 
Fahem revealed that when it 
comes to non-Jews, Israeli 
democracy becomes discrimi- 
native, but die recent inricfenis 
also showed agrowing patriot- 
ic awareness in Arabs and their 
leadership, Rintawi added. 
The three per cent “nature pre- 
serve” is an example which 
shows that in the minds of tra- 
ditional Zionists controlling 
tbe Israeli government there is 
no place for peace and this 
Israeli behaviour is leading the 
region to more struggle. 

Al Dustour’s Aiaib Rintawi 
criticised what be called 
“exaggerated criticism of for- 
eign funds to local studies and 
research in Jordan.” Quality 
and quantity-wise Jordan is 
“pood 1 in research, and the 
funding received by Jordan’s 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions is little, die writer added. 
These who keep criticising 
foreign funds are either ideo- 
logically against the Western 
world, or people loo king fa- 
feme by making a foss about 
such issues, Rintawi claimed. 
Some of them receive such 


awareness, 
Rintawi said. 

Al Ra’i’s Tareq 
Masarwah said 
that regardless of 
the new government's 
capability of meeting 
Jordan’s challenges, the vote 
of confidence was unanimous. 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
called far “dialogue and mod- 
eration,” and thus the prime 
minister started meeting with 
ail parliamentarian groups to 
discuss a national action pro- 
gramme to earn their confi- 
dence. Tbe writer added that 
die programme was not as 
expected, because it Joked 
clear and precise plans and fig- 
ures. Jordanians wanted to g et 
out of toe deadlocked impasse 
they live in and the govern- 
ment will do good if it keeps 
up a dialogue with all national 
groups. A dynamic public rela- 
tions scheme is required by the 
government to express the 
silent majority of the people, 
Masarwah said In order to 
trust the government, 
Jordanians need to be involved 
in national concerns such as 
water issues, unemployment 
and investment programmes, 
he added 

Al Dostonr’s Sbehadah Abu 
Baqar urged Iraq to solve the 
Kuwait hostage problem to 
ensure good relations wife 
neighbouring countries. He 
commented on the Iraqi prime 
minister’s recent declaration 
feat his counhy is locking to 
heal relations wife the Gulf 
States including Kuwait. Arabs 
welcome such news, and hope 
feat fee announcement was 
meant seriously, said fee 
writer. The Gulf war was a big 
mistake for Iraq itself; and Abu 
Baqar hoped that Iraq is con- 
vinced about the necessity of 
brofeeriy relations with its 
neighbours. The issue is in fee 
hands of Iraq now. 
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West Bank roadblocks: A sometimes fatal 
ssfeJ ‘humiliation’ for Palestinians 
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By Lee Hockstader 

NOT LONG before her baby stopped breaihin- 
— even before it was bom on the way to the 
hospital — Fadwa Alam had a teirifyin* 
thought: What if the Israeli soldiers stopped 
her? 

Impossible, she decided. 

“We expected them to allow us to cross the 
checkpoint because I was pregnant and in 
labour,’' she said, her voice a numb, low 
monotone as she described the ordeal. “I mean, 
we had no doubt they’d let us pass. The hospi- 
tal’s just 10 minutes past the checkpoint.” 

She was mistaken. As her contractions con- 
vulsed her in the back seat of the station wagon, 
the Israeli troops manning the roadblock just 
outside Hebron yelled at the relatives accompa- 
nying her and refused to let their car pass, 
according to an account by Mnj. Alam and her 
family that has not been disputed by Israeli 
authorities. 

By the time she reached the hospital more 
than an hour later, after driving halfway around 
the city to avoid Israeli roadblocks, it was too 
late. Her baby daughter, bom on the side of the 
road near a dusty village, was already dying. 

To most Palestinians, Israeli roadblocks are a 
hassle and a humiliation, not a threat to life. 
Israel says its soldiers at checkpoints have 
standing orders to allow cars to pass in cases of 
humanitarian emergency — even when the 
authorities have declared a total closing of the 
occupied territories in a security alert. In Mrs. 
Alam’s case the authorities insist that the troops 
did not notice that she was nine months preg- 


nant. 

Still. Mrs. Alam’s tragedy, while extreme, fits 
a larger pattern, according to Palestinians who 
encounter Israeli checkpoints regularly as well 
as to Arab and Israeli human rights advocates. 
They say checkpoints manned by Israeli troops 
in the occupied West Bank have become a chief 
irritant in Palestinian- Israeli relations. 

As a regular feature of life for tens of thou- 
sands of Palestinians, they mock the assertion 
that Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu of 
Israel olten makes to foreign audiences — that 
98 per cent of the Palestinian population lives 
under Palestinian civil control. In fact, Pales- 
tinian control often ends as soon as Palestinians 
try- to go very far, human rights workers say. 

"Thai's the big myth of Oslo" — the 1993 
peace accord between Israel and the Palestini- 
ans — "that Israel no longer occupies the West 
Bank and Gaya," said Jessica Moniell of the 
Israeli human rights group BTsclcm. "Most 
Israelis fervently want to believe that they are 
no longer occupiers. 

“Bur if they want to go anywhere," she said 
of Palestinians, "tliey’ru going to encounter 
Israel.” 

Said Jonathan Kultab, a prominent Palestin- 
ian human rights lawyer said: “Checkpoints 
have become primarily a form of harassment 
and of making life difficult. They're an exer- 
cise of authority and sometimes just of egotism 
by young kids who love to have the power to 
tell people ‘no, you can’t’ and ‘yes, you can.”* 

Each of the more than 130,000 Palestinians 
who cross daily from the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip into Israel — usually for work — must 


pass through at least one of about 3U military' 
checkpoints. In addition, Palestinians in the 
West Bank encounter roadblocks when Israel 
orders special curfews and closings in limes of 
tension. A special curfew- was in force last 
month in Hebron when Mrs. Alum went into 
labour. 

Nearly every Palestinian can recount having 
been hassled or abused at Israeli checkpoints, 
but the problem goes beyond bad blood. It is 
also bad for business. Since Palestinian entre- 
preneurs generally cannot get vehicles through 
the checkpoints, they are forced to hire trucks 
licensed in Israel at far-higher prices. 

"This increases our costs and creates big 
problems,” said George Nasser, who runs a tex- 
tile factory in Palestinian-controlled Bethlehem 
and who relies on raw materials brought from 
Israel. "We cannot compete.” 

To the Israeli security services, whose mem- 
bers live in constant fear of suicide bombers 
and terror attacks, checkpoints are a deterrent, 
not a matter of debate. Israel insists that its 
forces have clear orders to accommodate gen- 
uine humanitarian emergencies, and generally 
ambulances and other emergency vehicles are 
allowed to pass ill rough the roadblocks. 

Israeli military spokesmen acknowledge 
occasional departures from this policy. Never- 
theless. they say, the object of roadblocks is not 
to win the hearts and minds of Palestinians but 
to win the war against terrorism. 

They cite instances in which terrorists have 
tried to sneak past Israeli checkpoints by dis- 
guising themselves as women or claiming med- 
ical emergencies. In January, 1995 a suicide 


bomber who posed as a blind man entered 
Israeli territory' and detonated the explosives he 
carried near the coastal city of Xelanya. Twen- 
ty -two Israelis died, nearly all of them soldiers, 
and 60 were injured. 

•if the Palestinian National Authority (PNAi 
had done something to prevent terror acts 
against Israelis, we would not have to be in this 
situation at all." said Brigadier General Itzhak 
Eitan. military commander for the West Bank. 
"When you use terror, people suffer. Of course 
terror does not recognise who is the good guy 
and wiio is the bad guy.” 

In response to thedeath of Mrs. Alain's new- 
born, the Israeli .Army issued a statement that 
sounded like an apology: The soldiers had used 
poor judgement, it said, acknowledging that the 
troops had strict orders governing humanitarian 
emergencies and promising to investigate the 
incident. The army added parenthetically that it 
was impossible to ascertain whether the baby 
had died because of the delay in getting to the 
hospital. 

Yet the incident, which look place Aug. 25, 
was not the first time an Arab child had died 
after being delayed en route to a hospital by 
Israeli troops. 

Only three days earlier, a 3-monih-old baby, 
vomiting and running a high fever, died in his 
mother’s arms in Hebron. Shinn Hadad, the 
child's mother, begged Israeli soldiers to allow 
her to walk to a taxi stand just up the street 
from her house so she could go to the hospital. 
The soldiers refused, citing a neighbourhood 
curfew imposed after a Jewish settler was mur- 
dered in the city, according to Mrs. Hadad and 


her father, who owns an electrical appliance 
store. 

After nearly an hour pleading, she finally 
slipped away, walking through a vineyard to 
elude the soldiers. She felt her tiny son Qusay. 
the youngest of triplets, w eakening ill her arms. 
What would have been a 10-minute trip to the 
hospital took an hour and 40 minutes. When 
she finally arrived, doctors in the emergency 
ward could not revive the infant. 

Hours later. Israeli troops again stopped Mrs. 
Hadad. this time on her way to bury the child in 
the Muslim cemetery. The family was forced to 
bury the baby in a private plot. 

Colonel Baruch Nagar, head of Israel’s civil 
administration in Hebron, called on Mrs. 
Hadad a few days later to ask about the cir- 
cumstances and express the army’s condo- 
lences, according to Mrs. Hadad 's account, 
w-hich was confirmed by army officials. The 
colonel offered her husband a permit to work in 
Israel, which he declined. But officials say they 
cannot find the troops or police officers who 
detained Mrs. Hadad the day her baby died. 

Human rights advocates and military spokes- 
men could not think of a case in which an 
Israeli soldier was disciplined for his actions at 
a roadblock. In the few instances when punish- 
ment seemed to be a possibility, the resulting 
uproar — among Israeli Army offices, soldiers' 
parents and the media — has quickly squashed 
the idea. 


— Infenuuionat Herald Tribune 
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Turks turn to mobsters in disgust at flawed justice system 


By Susanne Glisten 

Agence France Prtsse 

“DON'T HIRE a lawyer, hire a 
judge.” is a popular Turkish slo- 
gan for those with legal problems, 
reflecting the widespread disillu- 
sionment with Turkey’s judiciary. 

But many aggrieved citizens 
nowadays find that hiring a gang- 
ster is a faster and cheaper way of 
seeking redress for perceived 
injustices.^ * "■' - ■■■" 

Although politicians are fond of 
sfessirig that Turkey is roied by 
law, a recent poll showed that less 
than ten per cent of the population 
stored this conviction. 

Court of Appeals Chief Justice 
Mehroet Uygun drew ovations 
from press and public last month 
when he openly admitted the 
shortcomings of Turkey’s judiria- 
ry and called for a reform of the 
system. 


“We do not have an independent 
judiciary," Uygun said in a cere- 
mony marking the beginning of 
the judicial year and attended by 
President Suleyman Demirel as 
well as other political leaders. 

Political pressure, corruption, 
case overload, and antiquated 
law's were among the problems 
Uygun cited 

Uygun is not the first legal 
expert to come to these conclu- 
sions. The supreme court’s chief 
justice and the chairman .of the 
Turkish bar association are among 
those who have said as much. And 
an Istanbul state security court 
judge was tried last year for simi- 
lar statements — and acquitted. 

Some 3 5 million cases are cur- 
rently underway in Turkish 
courts, according to Court of 
Appeals Judge Naci Unver, 
involving ten million defendants 
and plaintiffs. 


“This means that one out of six. 
people in the street is currently 
involved in a legal struggle.” 
Unver said. 

Criminal trials drag on for an 
average of 191 days, according to 
government statistics, with some 
murder cases exceeding the 20 
year limitation period. 

In one infamous case cited by 
the press, the trial of a building 
contractor has been trailing along 
for 26 years. 

.. And even when the court finally 
arrives at a decision, the outcome 
is frequently questionable. 

Corruption is a problem. In a 
scandal at Istanbul’s state security 
court earlier this year, two judges 
and a prosecutor were discovered 
to have conspired to release a 
notorious drug smuggler within 
hours of his arrest in return for a 
hefty bribe. 

"Judges are not paid enough to 


‘An ex-prime 
minister’s 
husband got off 
with a $8 fine 
for forging 
documents, 
while four 
children were 
sentenced to 
nine years for 
stealing sweets’ 


make a living,” Uygun com- 
plained in his speech. “We are 
squeezed between our pocket and 
our conscience.” 

Judges and prosecutors are paid 
about S500 a month, a Supreme 
Court Judge makes close to 
S1000. 

Political pressures on the courts 
are another frequent complaint. 
Political intervention is thought to 
be responsible for the lenient 
treatment of policemen accused 
of torture or for the sentencing of 
political foes such as Islamists. 

Uygun appealed to politicians to 
refrain front meddling. "Govern- 
ments should not use justice for 
their political benefits," he told his 
audience. 

Antiquated laws and punish- 
ments skewered by Turkey’s 
monster inflation have further 
eroded the system's credibility. 

While an ex-prime minister’s 


husband recently got off with a 
fine of eight dollars for forging 
documents, four children were 
sentenced to nine years in prison 
last month for stealing sweets 
from a bakery. 

"The fine for crimes against the 
state is 20 million Turkish lira 
(S75)." Uygun said. “That’s a 
joke." 

Justice Minister Hasan 
Denizkurdu this month appealed 
to parliament to devote a ten-day 
session to an urgent overhaul of 
Che judiciary. 

"if we don’t place the necessary 
emphasis on our legal system, we 
will end up spending much more 
money to combi organised 
crime,” Denizkurdu warned. 

It may well be too late. Exhaust- 
ed and disillusioned by the judi- 
cial process, Turks are increasing- 
ly taking the law into their own 
hands or putting it into those of a 


thriving sector of private 
enforcers. 

“The system plays into the 
hands of bandits, extortion gangs 
and mafia organisations," Umer 
said "Because the judiciary and 
the law are seen to be powerless, 
extra-legal forces are becoming 
institutionalised.” 

"Using illegal means, ithe 
gangs) collect and deliver the rent 
that the landlord has a right to" 
but cannot obtain through legal 
channels, Unver explained. 

The Milliyet newspaper recent- 
ly quoted prices of $90 to S9t.lt I. 
depending on the gang, for intim- 
idation of debtors. Collection of 
debts costs a percentile commis- 
sion, the paper said. 

The federal police has identified 
41 separate mafia gangs operating 
in Turkey, handling anything from 
rent collection to contract killings. 


The Saturday Crossword 


BREAKFAST FARE 

By Stanley B. Whitten, Northbrook, Illinois 


ACROSS 

t Giacomo Puccini 
opera 

6 Stage whispers 

12 Jemalcan-cfirus 

fruit 

IB Pinch 
IS ■MkMemarcfT 
euihor 

20 UkB a busybody 

21 Ughtgas 

22 "Wa _the Wwtf 

23 Breakfast menu 
tom 

25 Breakfast menu 
Bams 

27 PWBppinos 
metropolis 

28 Change the waU 
coveting 

30 Penny 

31 WMngly. oM-styla 

34 Mature 

35 Lion croups 
37 Piey divisions 

41 Molecule element 

43 Ugh-KwJ D.C. 

44 itaieolmind 

45 Breakfast menu 
item 

48 Breakfast menu 
dents 

52 Istemictexz 

53 Soft-toy substance 

54 Use a whetstone 

55 Pan of a bow 
58 AcflvWes 

58 IndvIduaKy 
81 KHehsn appfanca 

62 Marry 

63 Otherwise 

65 “The Thin Man" 
co-star Myina 
85 Artisan's tool 
68 Breakfast mortu 
Hem 

72 Ultimate 

75 FUj^tt from ttw law 

76 Shaped B» a 
wing 

77 Attar mr 
80 Squared up 
Al Worldwide in 

scope 

85 Luniborjack 
87 Peak In northern 
Greece 
08 TSctaan 


91 Writer Cathar 

92 Breakfast menu 
Asm 

94 Breakfast menu 
Item 

97 Roseanne, onw 

98 DUans novel, 
Dombeyand 

99 Smack 
100 Defeat 


101 Shakespeare's 
"The _ of Errors' 
104 Supporting 
framework 

108 Dance movement 
108 Environs 
IDS Her catcher 
ill wanderer 
116 Breakfast manu 
Item 

119 Breakfast menu 
Item 

122 Pan ol the UK 

123 Butcher's cul 

124 Puts up 

125 Mortise Insert 

126 Caviar base 

127 Departed 

128 Transmitter 

129 Go- an eed 
DOWN 

1 Abound (with) 

2 Russian sainf 

3 Indication 

4 ■ ten tuttr 

5 Not me least bit 
8 In addition 

7 Shed tears 

8 Munich's river 

9 Craps shooter 

10 Marrying In haste 

11 Nerve junction 

12 Loose caWe 

13 Toothed device 

14 AetorChaney 

15 Business abbr. 

16 Nude 

17 Castle or Dunne 
IB Bovwsoma ones 
24 RNer nymph 

28 Acetify 

29 Round vegetable 

32 Engfeh school 

33 Know beforehand 

35 Dtsstehjlailon 

36 Mythical bird 

37 Awry 

38 Garflc section 

39 Exhausted 

40 Examine quickly 
42 Stable tamale 
44 Attentive 

48 Went in 

47 Org.of Green Bay 

48 Surprising wont 

49 Charged particles 

50 Forum attire 

51 Pour our 

54 Axtan or WShelm 
57 Bridge coup 

59 Crime for logs 

60 paVol 

61 Entfvone again 
84 Dangerous driver 
87 Iranian currency 

68 Canatflanlake 

69 Contagious 
matatSas. for short 
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70 Butt 

71 DogUke mammals 

72 Cease 

73 Celestial bear 

74 Catln boots 
77 Snow abode 
7H SmaK valleys 
79 Faca-to-tacs 

exams 

82 Today* LPS 

83 Fab ray. femWarty 
64 Rustic hotels 

86 Pink baby? 

86 Ethereal 
90 Amo, arnas. _ . . . 

93 Way cooil 

94 Pairs 

95 SBnxJatato 
creativity 

96 La Seals ottering 
98 Spanish Mr s. 


101 Prank 

102 Maine town 

103 Unite 

104 City on the Adige 

105 _ deadly sine 
i07 Suite 

109 Wage-stave's 
retrain 

110 Mallroom stamp 

abbr. 

112 On the breiy 

113 Numerous 

114 Inspirations of 
(ncfivfcfuaflsfs 

115 Nevada 
Oftstinarion 

117 Not up w wufl 
llfl Female deer 

120 Hwyabbr. 

121 Russia or Latvia, 
ora»:«bbr. 



Tomb of Christ collapsing 
under its own weight 


By James Drummond 

Agcncv Fiance Press*- 

THE BUILDING which many Christians 
believe houses the Tomb of Christ is collaps- 
ing under its own weight, according ro a hus- 
band and wile team who arc experts on the 
Church of (he Holy Sepulchre. 

The aedicule — or little temple — which 
siands beneath a large enormous dome in the 
centre of the church is still supported by steel 
scaffolding which was pul up by the British 
mandatory authorities in 1947. 

But the east from of the small structure, 
which thousands of pilgrims enter to pray at 
the site where Christians believe Jesus was 
buried and rose again after his resurrection, is 
unsupported and is sagging badly. 

“Il’s just a new outer skin. There's this enor- 
mous heavy weight on top. The outer cladding 
» simply being pushed out by (he weight," 
Bertha Biddle, who has surveyed every stone 
of the aedicule, told AFP. 

The walls of the current structure, which is 
less than 200 years old, are constructed with- 
out mortar. A thin ouier skin con- 
tains other earlier structures and 
bears the enormous weight of two 
domes and a balustrade. 

“The communities all know this. 

They are very anxious to repair it.” 
added Martin Biddle, professor of 
mediaeval archaeology at Britain's 
Oxford University and the author of 
a forthcoming book on the church. 

Plans to restore the aedicule, 
along with the floes 1 and electrical 
systems of the church, are being 
held up by the illness of one of the 
church leaders who decide on 
restoration work in the building. 

The Greek Orthodox patriarch of 
Jerusalem, who along with the 
Armenian and Latin (Roman 
Catholic) leaders has a vote in 
deciding on maintenance, is seri- 
ously ill in Athens. 

The technical committee of the 
Holy Sepulchre, which has done 
mudt to restore other parts of the 
church in recent years, has not met 
for months, one of its members 
said. 

“No decision (on restoration) has 
been taken yet,” Father Prodrome. 


the representative of the Franciscan communi- 
ty on the technical committee, said. 

“There is a programme but there is no deci- 
sion. This is due to the illness of the Greek 
Orthodox patriarch who is in Greece," be said. 

But Martin Biddle was optimistic that an 
agreement will be reached. 

'‘There's been u long tradition of coming to 
agreements and executing them.'’ he said. 

“When I first saw this church in 1957 this 
(the space under the dome) was a forest of 
enormous timber shorings going right up the 
building,," Biddle said in the now restored 
rotunda. 

“You only have to stand in there (the rotun- 
da) today and contemplate the fact that the 
columns, the walls and the dome were all 
restored in the 1970s and 1980s," he said. 

The church has suffered much in the 1.700 
years since it was built by Constantine the 
Great. 

The current aedicule was built by the Greek 
Orthodox community after it was destroyed in 
a disastrous fire in 1808 which caused the 
overhead dome to collapse. 


An earthquake in 1927 also threatened the 
entire building but the then 100-\ear-n!d 
aedicule survived. 

It is an earthquake which might well do fur 
the structure again according to Bertha Biddle. 

A tremor measuring six on the Richter scale 
hit Jerusalem in November 1997. 

‘It would be as well to have it (aedicule I 
repaired before the next one." she said. 

Five churches — the Coptic. Armenian. 
Greek Orthodox, Latin (Roman Catholic) anJ 
Syrian — control different areas inside tire 
church — while a sixth, the Ethkipian. occu- 
pies a former Crusader cloister on the roof 
above the eastern end of the church. 

Traditionally, the chapels which the different 
rites control have been jealously guarded. 

When different rites disagree over an area, 
the civil power. Israel since 1967, us allowed to 
step in to undertake any repairs under the terms 
of the status quo settiement of 1 852. Indeed the 
Israeli authorities have recently stepped in to 
pay for repairs to three arches outside a small 
chapel at the west end of the church disputed 
by the Armenians and the Syrians. 



The Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem (file photo) 
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Clinton promises aggressive leadership to avert global recession 


f0K er 
in s 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton Fri- 
day spelled out in stark 
terms the gravity of the 
financial crisis sweeping 
the world economy and 
promised aggressive U.S. 
leadership to avert global 
recession. 

In a White House state- 
ment to journalists. Clinton 
said the United States 
"must move aggressively" 
in a fast-changing crisis and 
called on world economic 
leaders to consider a new 
mechanism — anchored in 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) — to help con- 
tain global financial turbu- 
lence. 

He stressed the strengths 
of the U.S. economy which 
had produced a record bud- 
get surplus, while keeping 
unemployment low and 
wages rising. 

But he said all that could 
be swept away by “the most 
serious financial challenge 
in 50 years ” 

“About a quarter of the 
world is and has been in 
recession, about a quarter of 
the world is in a period of 
very low growth. The rest of 
us are growing " he said. 

“We don’t have to have a 
worldwide recession if 
those of us that enjoy 
growth will take the initia- 
tive and move now. But we 
just — we cannot afford to 
dally around here," Clinton 
added. 

He said the United States 
“must move more aggres- 
sively to lead in the global 
economy.'* 

“Our future prosperity 
depends upon whether we 
can work with others to 
restore confidence, to man- 
age change and to stabilise 
the financial system,” he 
said. 

“We know we are going 
into an unprecedented time. 
This country has got to 
lead. We’ve got to be 
aggressive. We’ve got to 
stay on the balls of our 
feet.” the U.S. president 
stressed. 

“We’ve got to be aware 


that this thing is changing 
every day. We can help a 


great deal to modify the dif- 
ficulties, to move the world 
back toward growth, and to 
keep nur own prosperity 


going.” Clinton asserted. 

Clinton delivered a sting- 
ing rebuke to Congress, 
denouncing its failure to 
approve increased funding 
for the IMF as “inexcus- 
able.” 

“Congress cannot afford 
to delay approving IMF 
funding another day" the 
president said. 

“Every day Congress 
delays increases our vulner- 
ability to crisis, decrease 
confidence in global mar- 
kets and undermines out 
prospects." he emphasised. 

Clinton has asked Con- 
gress for SIS billion to help 
shore up the resources of 
the International Monetan 
Fund, which have sunk in 
dangerously low levels us 
the fund grapples with the 
near-collapse of economies 
in south East Asia and Rus- 
sia. 

“Tf America is to continue 
to grow, we must support 
the IMF. If America is to 
continue to grow, we must 
lead," he said." We cannot 
lead if we won’t even pa> 
our fair share to the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund. 

The administration 

request has cleared the Sen- 
ate but has stalled in the 
House of Representatives, 
where conservative Repub- 
licans have faulted the IMF 
for what they say has been 
its secrecy. 

They have likewise 
accused the fund of squan- 
dering its resources bailing 
out imprudent Western 
bankers and investors. 

Clinton said he would 
attend a meeting here Mon- 
day of top finance officials 
from 22 developed and 
emerging economies to 
debate measures to restore 
confidence to the interna- 
tional financial system. 

He said his participation 
would “underscore the 
urgency of quick action" in 
the face of global economic 
stagnation and global mar- 
ket sell-offs. 

Among steps he recom- 
mended to respond to the 
turmoil, Clinton said a 
“new mechanism" was 
needed. 

“First we must act to 
strengthen the international 
financial community's 
capacity to limit the conta- 


gion,” he said. 

He said U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Robert Rubin and 
Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan were to 


discuss with IMF and 
Group of Seven colleagues 
“whether best to design a 
new mechanism anchored 
in the IMF to provide con- 


tingent finance to help 
countries ward off global 
financial contagion." 

“This step, combined with 
lull funding for the IMF. 


would give the international 
community a powerful new 
tool to help reduce the risk 
posed by the current finan- 
cial crisis," Clinton added. 


He also called on the 
Worid Bank and other mul- 
tilateral lending organisa- 
tions to develop “emer- 
gency" funding channels 


and to find innovative ways 
to encourage private sector 
lending to emerging mar- 
kets while expanding their 
own lending. 
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 
UNITED NATIONS CENTER FOR HUMAN 
W SETTLEMENTS (HABITAT) IN JORDAN 
AMMAN OFFICE 


Invites interested individuals to submit applications for the position of 
National Consultant for monitoring the implementation of the Habitat Agenda! 


The United Nations Center fon Human Settlements (Habitat! is responsible for die 
formulation and implementation of the human settlements programme of the United 
Nations. Habitat serves as a think tank within the United Nations System, to assist 
governments in policy' zmd strategy formuiation; to improve the living conditions of 
people in their communities by expanding acress to adequate 

she! ter, infrastructure and servises for all ; and to strengthen the capacity of 
national governments and local authorities to mobilize public and private 
resources to Improve urban environmental conditions and productivity. Habitat is 
also the overall coordinator within the United Nations family for die 
Imp le me nation of Habitat Agenda which is the Global Plan of Action adopted by the 
Second United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) . held in 
Istanbul 4-10 June 1990. 

Duties and Responsibilities 

The consultancy is of one year’s duration and includes the following 

Responsibilities: 

1) provide expert advice on all matters relating to the Habitat Agenda as the global 
plan of action to develop human settlements and improved living environment; 

2) assist in the ongoing efforts to improve coordination between the central 
government, local authorities.NGO's and other representatives of civil society, at 
both the policy and programming levels: 

3) identify possibilities for resource mobilization, areas for technical assistans 
and capacity' building, for the purposes of development of human settlements in the 
country; 

4) farmulate concept papers and project proposals for potential projerts that fall 
within the Habitat mandate; 

5) formulate a plan of action for capacity bulding in matters relating to urban 
indicators, best practices, local observatories, and make proposals for the training 
of local staff. NGO’s women associations and other representatives of civil society: 

6) monitor and evaluate the national plan of action on human settlements and 
improved living environment and report regualarlv on the progress of 
implementation, at the central and local levels. 


Qualification s and Experience Required 

• A post-graduate university degree, preferably in urban studies or in social 
sciences or in a technical discipline relevant to human settlements developmet, 

• At least five years of relevant professional experience in government 
service, in academic institutions, in non-governmental organizations and/or in 
communty-based develompment/social work; 

• Full oral proficiency in Arabic and English and excellent drafting 
/conceptualization skills in both languages. 

• Highly developed inter-cultural and inter-personai skills that enable the 
applicant to (a) be fully at ease among and work closely with people of different 
cultures, ethnic groups, political or religious orientations (b) participate 
effectively in team work, work and (c) be highly sensitive to and supportive of 
gender concerns, 

• Other qualification that will be considered important extra assets are (a) 
computer literacy, panic ulary knowledge and routine use of word processing and 
other software appications (such as Microsoft Word, Excel, Access, and Power 
Point, (b) strong Public persentation and communication skills, and knowledge of a 
third United Nations language. 

Candidates are requested to submit their application (including a complete 
curriculum vitae ) no later than 18 Ocrober 1998 in an envelope marked 
“HabiTatAgenda’ 1 Short-listed candidates will be expected to take a written test and 
appear berfore an interview panel. 

All applications should be received in the Habitat Office. P.O.Box 3528l>. Amman 
1 1 1 80 or delivered by hand to the receptionist in the UN Building. Obada Ibn Al - 
Samit Street, Shmeisani, Amman AH applications will be treated in the srticlesl 
confidence. 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

m_ 

NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 

- 

1.6360 

0.5864 

1.3464 

133.98 

1.5531 

1616.80 

1.8432 

5.4833 

DE Marie 

0.6112 

- 

0.3582 

0.8233 

82.02 

0.9496 

987.90 

1.1271 

3.3528 

GB Sterling 

1.7052 

2.7906 

- 

2.2968 

228.92 

2.6483 

2756.90 

3.1447 

9.3550 

CH Franc 

0.7427 

121.38 

0.4348 

- 

99.60 

1.1537 

1199.44 

136.81 

4.0701 

JP Yen 

0.0075 

1.2187 

0.4368 

1.0030 

- 

1.1580 

12.05 

137.47 

4.0869 

CA Dollar 

0.6439 

1.1154 

0.3900 

0.9245 

1.16 

- 

110244 

1.2573 

3.7399 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0111 

0.3626 

0.0833 

1207.00 

0.9610 

- 

11.41 

3J9Q6 

NL Guilder 

0.5425 

88.69 

0.3175 

72.91 

72.65 

0.8414 

876.26 

- 

2.9688 

FR Franc 

0.1824 

0.2982 

0.1069 

24.5489 

24.42 

0.2834 

33.64 

33.6400 

- 


Prices as at 2/10/98 15:55 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 
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Currency 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

QAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 


US Dollar 

- 

0.7090 

3.7507 

0.3770 

3.6402 

0.3028 

3.6728 

1503.00 

3.3981 


Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

- 

5.2901 

0.5317 

5.1343 

0.4271 

5.1803 

2119.89 

4.7927 


Saudi Riyal 

0.2666 

0.1890 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0807 

0.98 

400.73 

0.9060 


Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1.8807 

9.9493 

- 

9.66 

0.8032 

9.74 

3986.95 

9.0139 


Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

0.1948 

1.0304 

1.0304 

- 

0.0832 

1.01 

412.89 

0.9335 


Kuwait Dinar 

3.3025 

2.3416 

12JJ867 

1.2450 

12.02 


1Z13 

4963.67 

0.9335 


Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1930 

1.0212 

0.1026 

0.9911 

0.0824 


409.22 

0.9252 


Lebanese/1 000 

0.67 

0.4717 

24955 

0.2508 

2.4220 

0.201 5 

2.4436 

- 

2J2G08 

i 

Egyptian 

OJ2943 

0.2086 

1.1038 

0.1109 

1.0713 

0.0891 

1.D809 

442.31 

- 





Energy 


Mid-East Currencies 


Soros: Git 


Oils 

Last 

revioui 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

| 

. . 

Brent 

0.00 

0.00 


SA Riyal 

0.2666 

0.4361 

0.15634 

0.35935 

35.759 

1 

: r * - : ^ 

W.Texn 

1549 

16.15 


AE Dirham 

0.2723 

0.44534 

0.1596! 

0.36697 

36.5177 

! ■' 

. .. 5 

Bonny 

0.00 

0.00 


KW Dinar 

3.3025 

5.40249 

1.93648 

4.45038 

442.87 

• , . ■ . 

- w 

Dubai 

13.90 

14.45 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.33839 

1.65545 

3.57526 

355.745 

• . ■- 

t!/] 

ULGas 

145.00 

147.00 


CY Pound 

2.0582 

3.3649 

1.206 

2.7694 

275.784 


- — :j- 


Metal Prices 




U 

bor Fix 

ng 

! 

'to -bl~ 

.. "W 

Metal 

Bid 

Offer 


Period 

-1- 

-3- 

-6- 

-1 - 

■ ■■ _ j 

r.v: 

Gold (ox's) 

300.1 

300.6 


Cncy 

Month 

Months 

Months 

Year 

■ 


Silver (oz's) 

SL27 

5.3 


USD 

5.3750 

5.3125 

5.1250 

4.9063 


- r 

Platinum (oz's) 

349 

351 


GBP 

7.4609 

7.3164 

7.1250 

6.8516 

j I: V-'. ' ' 


AL(3 Months) 

1340 

1341 


JPY 

0.4180 

0.4336 

0.4648 

0.5039 

i 

. V ,. v 

CU (3 Months) 

1622 

1624 


DEM 

3.5000 

3.5625 

3.5508 

3.5156 




Zinc (3 Months) 

991 

992 


FRF 

3.5000 

1.4258 

1.4609 

1.5313 


: ; - • 


Lead (3 Months; 

518 

519 


CHF 

1.2461 

3.5547 

3-5430 

3.5332 




■r-rc a 

Nl (3 Months) 

4090 

4095 


m_ 

4.9570 

4.7640 

4.2290 






Main Equity Indices 






- • 

' vig 

-••I 

Bourse 

Index 

Value 

Chnn 

% Chnn 

High 

Low 

Pr Cbr 




NewYork 

.DOW JONES 

0 

. o- 

. 0 .• 

0 

0 

7632.53 




Newyorfc 

S&P600 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

986.39 


r- •• 

-'-m 'm- 

London 

FT-SE100 

4794.4 

-113JJ 

-2.32 

4897.3 

47242 

4908.2 

"I 

- 7 _ , • 

j wr 

Tokyo 

NIKKIE 225 

13223.69 

26.57 

0.2 

13320.2 

12973.2 

13197.1 

* 



Paris 

CAC40 

2979.63 

-58.38 

-1.92 

3036.62 

2881.21 

3038.01 





Frankfurt 

DAX 

4023.32 

-203.17 

-4.81 

4217.8 

3869.6 

4226.49 
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Energy 




* JOD Cross Rates 



..-J 

Commodity 

Last 

Delivery 


Currency 

FWI 

Sell 


A: rr : : 


Coffee (c/lbs) 

10342 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 



:■ vc 

Cocoa (S/ton) 

1913 

Spot 


GB Steriling 


1.2066 


si 


Sugar (S/ton) 

218 j 

Spot 


DEMark 


0.4252 




Wheat ($/ton) 

104 

Spot 


CH Franc 

Hrtiri 

0.5145 


■•'Ui.S: 

- 

Soya (c/lbs) 

24.2 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1262 

0.1268 


. 

and 

Tea (stg/kg) 

125 

Spot 


JP Yen 

0.5174 

0.52 


_ - : ; -r 


Barley ($/bsh) 

0 


Spot 


NL Guilder 

0.3752 

0.3771 


r - > ■•'iou 

Rice (S/ton) 

12£ L 

Spot 


IT Lira 

0.4281 

0.4302 



* Source: Central 

Bank of 

Jordan. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Tito's last name 
5 Syrup source 
10 FaJse god 

14 New Jersey or 
California city 

15 French city 

16 Moses' mount 

17 Landed 

10 Cook food by 
heat 

19 Impartial 

20 4-time U.S. 
Open winner 

22 Leveled 
24 Kuwaiti leader 
£5 Close at hand 
26 Rabbit colony 
29 Winner of 80+ 
PGA events 

33 Flightless bird 

34 Unclothed 

36 Castle feature 

37 "Fernando* 
singers 

39 Lawful: slang 

41 Vaccines 

42 Hat 
attachments 

44 Navigational 
system 

46 Freedom, 
brief Jy 

47 U.S. Open 
winner from 
South Africa 

49 Fine cotton 
threads 

51 TV award 

52 Dull 

53 Herb for felines 
55 Senior-tour 

goiter 

60 Pigmented part 
of the eye 

61 Lucky people? 

63 Blgfoofs shoe 
size 

64 Finest 

65 Lothario's 
cousin? 

66 Dr. Zhivago's 
beloved 

67 Discomfort 

68 Zatopek and 
Jatmings 

69 Hit the dirt 


1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

e 

i 

8 

9 

1 

10 

11 

12 

13 

M 




IS 





18 




17 




IB 





19 




20 




21 ^ 





■ 

22 

23 






24 




■ 

25 





26 


28 




1 

29 





30 

31 

32 

JJ 



■ 

34 


35 



■ 

38 





37 



38 

i 

39 




40 

■ 

41 




K 




43 

■ 

44 




45 

■ 

*6 



47 





F 



■ 

49 


50 





51 




■ 






53 

“ 

55 




■ 

58 





57 

58 

59 

&0 




1 

81 

as 




1 

S 3 




84 




85 





86 




87 




tu 





69 





Philadelphia, PA 


DOWN 

1 Spill the beans 


2 Part to play 

3 Norse deity 

4 Stringed 
instrument 

5 On the edge 

6 Boisterously 

7 Outline 

8 Paul of guitars 

9 Value 

10 Fiery pits 

1 1 College bigwig 

12 Theatrical 
award 

13 Nobleman 
21 Augury 
23 Immense 

25 Low point 

26 Intermesh 

27 Dark yellow 
20 Tennis player 

Chandra 

29 Some lilies 

30 The Seven 
Year Itch* star 
Tom 

31 Eagle's home 

32 Olive _ 

35 Gene or Grace 
38 Estrange 
40 Fox hunt cries 



Unfttwnm 


IB 

□ 

E 

m 

1 □ 

m 

E 

0 

Q 

E 

'ca 

□ 

0 

0 

E 

E 

a 


□ 

H 

□ 

0 

CD 

0 

□ 

□ 

B 

□ 

□ 

b 

Q 

E 

0 

E 


43 Partial (pref.) 
45 Long and 
Peeples 
40 Magnate's 
purview 

50 Police badge 

52 Swiss &ty 

53 Castro's 
country 


54 With, In 15A 

55 Pianist John 

56 Guitarist 
Hendrix 

57 Toothed device 
50 Architect 

Saarinen 
59 Jump 
62 CD add-on? 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



IF IT^ HO TACKLES HE'S 1 
ON ABOUT, I DOf*TNeeO , 
[TO-I LVTENKKm 
THBM 



... 1 

1 EMARK 1 


Mutt’n’Jeff 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



Three tteyB you can’t be too careful. 
My doctor advised me to wear 
sunblock during ‘Baywatch'.” 




Unscramble rhese four Jumbles 
one latter to each square, to form 


that scrambled word game 

by Henri Arnold and Mike Argiriofl 


HE 

!OWCE 

n 


■ 

,~1 ij'-l 

mm 

SI 


Maybe everyone The bills ere 
left town still here 


ENWAKE 


rr rr 


EVVELT 



mm 



SL villaS3! * 

to en1s lor 
■W ndSai6 
W Ul,furT,ish «i 

fife*-* 


'NS?:* 


TO eNP UP 
W JTH WHEN BUSI- 
NESS IS SLOW. 


Answer here; A f Y Y 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
9*sied by the above cartoon. 


k-vts A 


A LA A A v 


Yesterday's 


, (Answers tomorrow) 

iS* SS < SWAMP TANDEM psyche 
10 rin lhe -iS?rI? ,wlers ask9d ,h6,r isammais 

to do — “SPARE- them 
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Business & Finance 


Broker: Lack of demand keeps 
AFM in some sort of recession 


s \. s . 4 

bon 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — The decline in 
[he share price of the Arab 
Bank, the Kingdom’s largest 
financial institution, caused 
a record drop in the Amman 
Financial Market’s (AFM's) 
price index, a broker said 
Friday. 

But despite the drop, the 
stock market's total turnover 
recorded a slight improve- 
ment compared to the previ- 
ous week’s figures, said 
Naim Naqeeb. 

Naqeeb said the decline in 
the Arab Bank share price 
from JD221 to 216.5 was the 
"principal reason’’ for the 
retreat of the stock market's 
general price index. 

The AFM’s weekly bul- 
letin showed the price index 
down by 2.20 points to J 7 1 .2 
points from 173.45 points at 
the end of tbe previous 
week. 

The bulletin also showed 
that the banking sector's 
index declined by five points 
while the industrial sector 
declined by 0. 19 points and 
the insurance sector by 0.23 
points. 

Last week’s turnover 
^mounted to JD4.5 million 


compared to JD4.0 million, a 
12.5 per cent increase, the 
bulletin said. The number of 
shares that were traded 
totalled 3.0$ million and the 
average daily turnover 
amounted to JD900.000. 

“A sort of recession still 
dominates the market due to 
lack of demand, especially in 
the banking and industrial 
sectors," Naqeeb said. 

“The market witnessed a 
high supply of shares which 
did not attract a similar vol- 
ume of demand," he added. 

The broker said that for- 
eign portfolios are still reluc- 
tant to invest in the stock 
exchange and many of them 
resort to selling some of their 
holdings at the AFM. "Even 
the local demand is still not 
encouraging,'’ he added. 

Tf no major change occurs 
in the market, the current 
gloomy activities will con- 
tinue to prevail. If there is no 
improvement in the condi- 
tions ai the AFM, then the 
situation will either remain 
the same or decline further," 
Naqeeb told the Jordan 
Times. 

Out of the 88 firms that 
changed hands in (he mar- 
ket, 25 firms recorded 


increase in their prices, 40 
companies registered 
declines while 23 firms wit- 
nessed no change in their 
prices. 

The hanking sector ranked 
first with a turnover amount- 
ing to JD2.02 million, or 45 
per cent, followed by the 
industrial sector with JD1.2 
million, 27.5 per cent, the 
services sector with 
JD900.000, 20 per cent, and 
finally the insurance sector 
with JD340.000. or 7.5 per 
cent. 

Trading in the banking sec- 
tor focused on the Arab and 
Housing banks with a 
turnover amounting to JD1 .3 
million and JD305.974 
respectively. 

The cement and potash 
companies attracted the 
investors in the industrial 
sector, with a turnover 
amounting to JD2 J 0,239 and 
JD135.124 respectively. 

The turnover in the organ- 
ised market amounted to 
JD3.4 million while the par- 
allel market won only 
JD 1.1)6 million, mostly in 
trading the shares of the 
Jordan international 

Insurance Company and 
Zara for Investment. 


Soros: Global crises far from over 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
International financier 
George Soros said Russia’s 
economic crisis would 
worsen, Brazil was on the 
brink, and the world’s 
lender of last resort — the 
J/iiemationa) Monetary 
Fund — was Dl-equipped 
to fend off a global melt- 
down. 

Painting a bleak picture 
of the future for the world 
economy, Soros told U.S. 
lawmakers that financial 
crises gripping Asia and 
Russia had already spread 
to Latin America, where 
panic was setting in. and 
that Malaysia's foreign 

currency controls could 

setback Asia’s recovery. . . 

The multibillionaire phil- 
anthropist, who chairs 
Soros Fund Management, 
warned that the global cap- 


italist system was coming 
undone. 

He called on the U.S. 
Congress to give $18 bil- 
lion to the IMF to replenish 
the lending agency’s 
reserves, drained by 
bailouts for Russia and 
three crisis-hit Asian states. 

But Soros told the House 
Banking Committee that 
even a fully funded IMF 
could not end the market 
turmoil. 

“Replenishing the capital 
of the IMF will not be suf- 
ficient to resolve the global 
financial crisis," he empha- 
sised. 

The IMF engineered 
multibil lion-do liar bailouts 
last year for. Indonesia. 
South Korea and Thailand' 
to avert the region’s eco- 
nomic collapse. In July r he 
fund assembled a nearly 


S23 billion rescue package 
for Russia. 

But market confidence 
evaporated, Russia deval- 
ued the rouble and default- 
ed on some foreign debt, 
and Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin’s surprise 
decision to ditch his brash 
young prime minister. 
Sergei Kiriyenko, did noth- 
ing to reassure frightened 
investors. 

Soros said the meltdown 
in Russia had exposed new 
weaknesses in the interna- 
tional banking system. 

"A global credit crunch is 
in the making," he told the 
committee." The global 
capitalist system which has 
been responsible’ for the 
remarkable prosperity • of 
this country in the Iasi 
decade is coming apan ai 
the seams." 


MIXING THE LAST 
a WEEKS 

HIGH LOW 


c flMPAHY NAME 


a ?*. mo 

1.4(0 
7.NSO 
1.060 
.M0 
1.4*0 
1.140 
1 . BOD 
.000 
1.740 
1.000 
1.490 
.770 
.7 70 


319.900 ARAB BANK 

1.410 JOS .NATIONAL OR. 
1.710 CAIRO MOWN BANS 
1,000 BANK OF JORDAN 
.940 HID. EAST INV.HK. 
1.900 INDUSTRIAL DEV. BR . 
2,790 THE HOUSING BN. 

1.740 JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
■ $40 JOA.CULF Bank 
1.490 JON. ISLAMIC BANK 
.970 UNION BR.SAV.INV. 
1.430 JOR. I NV. FIN. BANK 
.710 BEIT. AL-MAL ( BE I TWA) 
.440 RHILADEL.INV.BK. 


3.SS0 JON FRENCH 1H5UR. 
1.100 HOLT LAND IBSUR. 
1.940 ARAB LITE XHSUR. 


INSURANCE 


JOR. ELECTRIC PNR. 
IRBID ELECTRICITY 
ARAB INTL. HOTELS 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
REAL ESTATE 1NV. 
JORDAN INTL. TRAD. 
AURA 1 1 

HID. EAST HOTELS 
ARAB IHTL.INV.EDUC. 
CAXXA EDUCATION 
UNIFIED CO. 

UNION LAND DEV. 


JOR. CEMENT FACT. 
JOR. PHOSPHATE NINES 
ANAS POTASH CO. 

JOR. PETROL. RE FI NARY 
JORDAN TANNING 
WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 
INDUSTRIAL COHH.AOR. 
JOR. WORSTED MILLS 
ARAN PHARM. NANF. 
JON.Cr— JIIC 2ND. 

JOR. PIPES HANFCT- 
ARAB CHEN. DTREGH. 
HAS ALDAMa DV.THV. 
ARAB ALUM. 2ND. 
LIVESTOCK 4 POULTRY 
NATIONAL STEEL XND. 

I MTERME D . PETFO . CH EM . 
JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 
UWIV. CHEN. THUS. 

NATL. CABLE WIRE. KF AC 
JOR. SULPHO-CHEH 
ARAB PHARM. CHEN. 
KAWTHEB INVEST. 

UN IV. NOON. INDS. 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 
NATL. CHLORINE 
JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

EL -IAY READY WEAR 
INTL. TOBACCO 
UNION CH. & VEC. 
JORDAN STEEL 
NAT. ALUMINIUM. 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 


INDUSTRIAL 
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By Gig* 
"£0 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) If you knew what’s being 
said about you behind your back, you’d be pleasantly sur- 
prised. People want to support you in achieving your goals. 
Instead of waiting for you to ask for help, some of your 
friends have decided to do it before you even notice. Don’t 
get upset if you discover their game. Thank them, instead. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Don’t worry about the 
expense of a trip you and friends want to take. It'll be more 
fun than you can imagine, and well worth the money. You 
don’t usually do frivolous things, especially it they cost, 
but this weekend make an exception. You deserve a special 
treat; by going along with the crowd, you're liable to get 
one. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 1 Somebody you love is giv- 
ing you helpful advice and a push in the right direction. The 
problem is, you don’t necessarily want to go there, because 
you think you can’t do what needs to be done. Stop deni- 
grating yourself. You don’t realise how talented you are. 
Trust your friend’s judgement, but also do the homework. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You want to run and play 
with your friends. You’ve earned it. But there s lots of stuff 
that needs to be done around the house. No need to feel 
girihy. Just go ahead and have a good time. You ve earned 


a change of scene, and it I yrVvn 

will help refresh you. : 

When you get back to the ■ - ■ ■ — , .. 

job, you’ll have renewed — — ■■ ? • . ■ — 

vigour. FORECAST FOR SATUR 

LEO: (July 22 to August 1 — “ 

21 i Dive into your work By Linda C Black, Tribl 
as early as possible, iou . * - - . 

might make a little extra 

money, and that would be wonderful. You and your sweet- 
heart have already thought of ways to spend it. It's also a 
pretty good time to borrow money, if what you want turns 
out to be more expensive than what the two of you can 
scratch up on your own. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’re getting 
stronger. Instead of merely taking all that helpful criticism, 
you’ll be dishing some oul There's more of a give-and-take 
feeling about conditions in effect now. Also, some major 
changes could occur in the area of your home or living 
arrangement. Changes for the better, hopefully. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The moon’s in 
Pisces, close to Jupiter in Pisces, which could bring more 
work than you ever dreamed possible. That’s because all 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Serricei, 


this is happening in your 
I I solar sixth house of work. 

V' ?• * T That’s also the house of ser- 

... - — . vice, so look this as an 

opportunity to take care of 
; — • ' ' ' — —I others. That’s really what 

rr work is 311 abouu isn ’ 1 

: ^ f SCORPIO: (October 23 to 

November 21) The moon is in Pisces, which gentles things 
down considerably. It also opens up a new kind of opportu- 
nity for you. This time, it’s not more power that's required, 
but more tenderness. By being gentle with a person who 
loves you, you’ll get more back than you offered. This 
could be a really great win-win situation, so take the time. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) The 
moon is Pisces makes it kind of uncomfortable to stay in 
the status quo. You’ve got the gnawing feeling that some- 
thing else is available. Actually, if you face the thing you 
fear most, you’re liable to find out. That’s always a good 
way to teach yourself to fly, and today, it looks like you’ll 
have the opportunity. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) A baffling 


problem could develop today. In order to find a solution, 
you'll have to read the books, do the homework and even 
ask someone to teach you. You’re in the mood to learn, so 
that’s the easy part. The hard part will be figuring it out by 
yourself. You don't have enough information, so go look- 
ing for that first. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) The old ways 
work best today when it comes to family matters. There’s a. 
difference of opinion, but you can work things out. There's 
enough to go around, so share your bounty with the people 
who helped you acquire it — the ones who have lent you 
emotional support as well as folding green. Forget about an 
old misunderstanding. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You’re looking good 
again today,, and you’re even luckier than usual. That’s 
important, because there’s going to be a bit of a test An 
older person's got some tough questions and maybe a cou- 
ple of surprises. No problem. With your luck as great as it 
is, you might accidentally guess everything right, whether 
you mean to or not. 


Birthstone of September: Opal — Tourmaline 
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10 Sports 


Tests on Parma players 
reveal abnormal blood count 


BOLOGNA (AFP) — Tests taken 
from 24 Parma players in July have 
revealed an abnormally high level of 
red blood cells, a judicial source 
revealed here Friday. 

This latest revelation comes at a time 
when Italian sport is reeling from a 
series of alleged doping cover-ups and 
the sacking of Mario Pescante as pres- 
ident of the ruling national Olympic 
committee (CONI). 

The failed tests involve the entire 
Parma team bar Fabio Carmavaro. 

They were unearthed by a police 
search ordered by Bologna’s public 


prosecutor Giovanni Spinosa. who has 
been carrying out an investigation into 
the illegal use of drugs in sport for the 
last two years. 

According to the ANSA news 
agency in two cases players red blood 
cells were at an alarmingly high level. 

Increased numbers of oxygen-carry- 
ing red blood cells can enhance a 
sportsman's . performance. Products 
such as EPO are used to artificially 
increase their rate. 

The normal level of red blood cells 
in the body is between 42 per cent and 
52 per cent Cyclists are automatically 


ejected from a competition if their rate 
is discovered to be higher than the 50 
per cent threshold for their own safety. 

Parma's reserve goal keeper, 
Alessandro Nista, was tested at 63 per 
cent on July 27. 

Revelations of this sort have been 
occurring on an almost daily basis in 
Italy, with the country's top drugs test- 
ing laboratory at Acqua Acetosa in the 
eye of the storm since it was revealed 
four weeks ago that only a fraction of 
the 4,000 samples sent there by foot- 
ball clubs were tested for steroids. 


Injury forces Hingis to quit against Schnyder 


MUNICH (AFPl — Martina 
Hingis was forced to retire 
with a left thigh injury late in 
the third set of her semi-final 
at the Grand Slam Cup here 
on Friday, handing a place in 
the final to fellow Swiss 
Patty Schnyder. 

Hingis, who could lose her 
number one ranking to 
American Lindsay 

Davenport in Fildersmdt 
next week, had treatment 
following the ninth gam e of 
the third set as her 5-1 lead 
over her compatriot dwin- 
dled away. 

Schnyder advanced 5-7, 7- 
5. 5-5 after two hours, 11 
minutes when Hingis could 
not go on. 

The injury could not have 
come at a worse time for 
Hingis as she tries to defend 
her 79 week old tenure of the 


top spoL 

Davenport, the U.S. Open 
winner beaten in the quarter- 
finals on Thursday night by 
Natalie Tauziat of France is 
only 26 points adrift 

Even if Hingis were to 
manage a miracle repeat of 
her title, Davenport only 
needs to make the semi- 
finals to ensure there is a 
change at the top of the 
WTA Tour table after 18 
months. 

Hingis was unable to capi- 
talise on her 5-1 lead in die 
final set through two breaks 
of the 19-year-old Schnyder. 

Hingis. 18 only two days 
ago, lost serve in the eighth 
game for 5-3 after failing to 
close out the contest on a 
match point when she netted 
a backhand cross-court. 

Schnyder held for 4-5 and 
then Hingis took an injury 
timeout for treatment on 
court on her left thigh. 

The Swiss top seed lost 
serve in the next game and 
walked to the net, her hand 
outstretched to give up. 



Venus W illiams of the United States returns the ball during her quarter-final match 
vs. Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of Spain at the tennis Compaq Grand Slam tournament 
in the Munich Olympic hall (AP Photo) 


Philippoussis 
downs Bjorkman 


Mark Philippoussis contin- 
ued his dominance over 
Jonas Bjorkman when he 
beat the Swede 4-6, 7-6 
(7/1), 6-1 on Thursday night 
to advance to the semi-finals 
of the S6.7 million Grand 


Slam Cup. 

The U.S. Open finalist 
improved his career record 
against Bjorkman to 5-2. 
The Australian was in fine 
form indoors on carpet at the 
Olympiahalle, raining down 
13 aces in a match that last- 
ed lhr 40min. 

After trailing a set and a 
break to Swedish Davis Cup 
hero Bjorkman, the 22-year- 
old Aussie started to connect 
on his big-hitting game. 

Philippoussis swept up the 
second set tiebreaker and 
allowed World No. 13 
Bjorkman little chance to 
establish a rhythm in the 
concluding set 

Marcelo Rios, the 
Australian Open finalist 
from Chile, was playing 
Spaniard Felix Mantilla in 
die final match of the day for 
another semi-final spot. 

On the women’s side, 
Nathalie Tauziat of France 
fought back against U.S. 
Open champion Lindsay 
Davenport for a 4-6, 6-1. 7-5 
quarter-final win. 

Tauziat, who lost the 
Wimbledon final last sum- 
mer to fellow 30-year-old 
Jana Novotna, was unim- 
pressed by the New York 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
sitting room, dining room, salon. 


victory credentials of 
Davenport, six years her 
junior. 

Tauziat moved into a semi- 
final against Venus 
Williams, who overpowered 
jet-lagged French Open 
champion Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario 6-3, 6-2. 

The Spaniard had flown in 
on Monday night from 
Tokyo, and was still feeling 
the effects of a 13-hour jour- 
ney. A week before, she had 
played in Spain’s victorious 
Fed Cup final in Geneva. 

“I'm very tired right now. 
I’ve played a lot lately.” said 
Sanchez Vicario. “I was not 
getting to the ball as fast as 
normally. 

“I know that I didn't play 
as well as I could, but I tried 
my best. I left Japan on 
Monday morning and got 
here Monday night. 

Williams booked her place 
in the field with a semi-final 
at the U.S. Open and quarter- 
finals at the other three 
majors. 

The 18-year-old was play- 
ing in Munich for the first 
time. Her first culinary expe- 
rience at the heighth of the 
Oktoberfest celebration of 
beer was a Chinese restau- 
rant 

All four of the women's 
Grand Slam champions are 
entered here this week, in 
sharp contrast to the one 
men's holder, Petr Korda, on 


hand. 

Missing from the 12-man 
field are Wimbledon winner 
Pete Sampras, U.S. Open 
champion Pat Rafter and 
French Open winner Carlos 
Moya. 

In the men’s draw, wild 
card Andre Agassi takes on 
Korda and Goran Ivanisevic 
tangles with Karol Kucera. 

“I got off to a bit of a slow 
start” said Philippoussis of 
his win over Bjorkman. “It 
was up and down, I had a lot 
of loose points in the first 
seL 

“I gradually started play- 
ing good tennis. I was happy 
with how I played at the 
end." 

Philippoussis will now 
play Marcelo Rios after the 
Chilean won a late-night 
match over Spain’s Felix 
Mantilla 7-6 (7/2), 7-5. 

The Melbourne player 
refused to be drawn on a 
possible settlement of his 
feud with Australia’s Davis 
Cup coach John Newcombe. 


Philippoussis has missed 
this year’s play after a spat 
with officials and his team- 
mates. Newcombe said he is 
willing to patch things up 
before the end of the year 
and is planning to send a fax 
to the player. 

‘I’m only concentrating on 
tournaments now,” said 
Philippoussis. 


Location: Shmeisani 


Call mobile 079-32113 


FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 


Apartments For Rent 

2 bedroom elegantly furnished apartments, 
with living room, dining room, garage 
and satellite. Located in Shmeisani. 


For more information call 5930064 


Location: Between 3rd-4th Circles. 

Mithkai Fayez Street # 52 
Semi Villa. 300 sq. metres. 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, wide living area, dining 
room, 4 balconies. 

OTHER AMENrTiES: 

Telephone, independent central heating, garden, parking. 


REQUIRED 


For further information, 
please contact Tel.: 4641605 


ENGLISH NATIVE TEACHER OF 
ENGLISH TO TEACH TOEFL AT 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE CENTER 


CALL TEL 5521447 / 5530726 
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Hagi 
asked 
to return 




BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
Veteran Gheorghe Hagi is 
under pressure from 
Romania's football federa- 
tion (FRF) to make an 
international comeback for 
the next round of European 
championship qualifiers. 

Hagi announced he was 
standing down from the 
national team after this 
summer’s World Cup. 

But the veteran 34-year- 
old showed he was no back 
number when starring in 
his club Galatasaray’s 2-1 
win over Atlerico Bilbao in 
the Champions League, 
scoring the winning goal in 
the dying seconds of 
Wednesday’s game. 

“He’s a player who can 
turn a match all by him- 
self," FRF president 
Mircea Sandu said 

*Tve contacted Hagi to 
ask him to return to the 
national side at least for the 
Euro 2000 qualifiers.” 

Sandu’s sentiments were 
shared by Romania's press. 

‘The team needs you!” 
“Come back, we’re wor- 
ried about the national 
side." and “Hagi’s return 
will please milli ons of 
Romanian fans," being just 
three of the headlines that 
will leave the wily midfield 
general in little doubt as to 
what is expected of him. 
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Scotland’s David Coulthard of the McLaren -Mercedes Formula-One team leaves 
the pits dnring test training at Barcelona’s Montmelo circuit (AP Photo) 



European Cup Winners’ Cup 

Chelsea, Lazio advance; Paris 
St. Germain, Newcastle out 


LONDON (AP) — Paris 
St. Germain won the Cup 
Winners Cup two years 
ago. Thursday night the 
one-time French power 
was knocked out in the 
first-round, second-leg by 
Israel’s modest Maccabi 
Haifi on a goal in second- 
half injury time. 

In the 16-game Cup 
Winnr schedule Thursday, 
holders Chelsea squeezed 
through with a 1-0 win at 
Sweden’s Helsingborgs. 
But another English club, 
Newcastle, was eliminated 
by Parti zan Belgrade as 
Vuc Rasovic’s penalty 
gave the Yugoslavs a 1-0 
win, advancing 2-2 on the 
away goal rule. 

Lazio, finalists last sea- 
son in the UEFA Cup, also 
just got by with a 2-2 draw 
in Lausanne, moving 
through 3-3 on away goals. 

In Haifa, Israel, Maccabi 
won 3-2 and advanced 4-3 
when Alon Mizrahi's shot 
in second-half injury time 
deflected in off Paris St. 
Germain player Alain 
Goma for the deciding 
goal. 

After a scoreless first 
half, Maccabi took a 1-0 
lead in the 69th on full- 
back Adoram Keisi’s shot 
from five metres. 

Nicola Ouedec equalized 
in the 72nd, but five min- 
utes later Mizrahi scored 
to give Maccabi a 2-1 lead. 
J.J. Okacho evened again 
for the French in the 85th 
to make it 2-2 and set stage 
for the dramatic finish. 

In Helsingborg, Sweden, 
the Swedes attacked from 
the start and dominated. It 
took Chelsea 25 minutes to 
get its first shot on goal. 
Helsingborg, which elimi- 
nated Aston Villa in the 
UEFA Clip two years ago, 
had the best chance of the 
match when Zoran 
Jovanovski's header in the 
30th hit goalie Ed De 
Goey’s post. 

Midfielder Magnus 
Powell came close twice. 


first with a header that nar- 
rowly missed the target 
and then with a powerful 
shot that went just wide. 

In Lausanne, Chilean 
striker Marcelo Salas put 
the Italian side ahead in 
the 7th, but Lausanne was 
level three minutes later 
when midfielder Philippe 
Douglas scored. 

Lazio regained the lead 
in the 26th with another 
counterattack as midfield- 
er Sergio Conceicao con- 
nected. Lausanne mid- 
fielder Stefan Rehn made 
it 2-2 with an 84th-minute 
equaliser to put the Italians 
on edge to the finish. 

In Belgrade, Vuc 
Rasovic scored on the 
penalty in the 53rd after 
Newcastle midfielder 
David Batty was called for 
pulling down Vladimir 
Ivic in the area. 

The Yugoslavs were the 
more aggressive side and 
at one point held a 10-0 
advantage in comers. The 
loss was the first after four 
straight wins for Ruud 
Gullit's side. 

In other Cup Winners 
matches. 

In Varazdin, Croatia, 
Varteks Varazdin won 1-0 
on a goal by Fahid 
Kamberovic to advance on 
a 2-0 aggregate over Rudar 
Velenje of Slovenia. 

In Moscow, Lokomotiv 
defeated CSKA Kiev 3-1 
to advance 5-1. 

Dmitry Bulykin scored 


in the 19th and 51st and 
Zara Dzhanashia added 
another in the 69th. Serhiy 
Bezbenar scored for 
CSKA. 

In Jablonec, Czech 
Republic, Apollon 

Limassol of Cyprus fell to 
Czech side Jablonec 2-1 
but still advanced 4-3 on 
penalty kicks after a 3-3 
aggregate. Martin 

Prochazka scored twice for 
the Czechs and Marios 
Themistocleous scored for 
Apollon. 

In Valkeakoski, Finland. 
Greek side Pathionios 
moved on with a 3-1 victo- 
ry over Finland’s Haka 
Valkeakoski. The Greeks 
advanced 5-1 on aggre- 
gate. Panayotis Fyssas, 
Vasilis Kouvalis and 
Antonis Sapountzis scored 
for the winners with 
Haka’s goal from Valery 
Popovich. 

In Budapest, Austrian 
team SV Ried won 1-0 and 
advanced 3-0 against MTK 
Hungaria. Gerald Strafner 
scored for the Austrians. 

In Trnava, Slovakia, 
Spartak Trnava defeated 
Turkey’s Besiktas 2-1, but 
the Turkish side still 
advanced 4-2 after a 3-0 
win in the first leg. Robert 
Formanko and Jaroslav 
Timko scored for the 
Spartak. 

In Oslo, Norway, 
Valerenga and Rapid 
Bucharest played a 0-0 
draw with Valerenga going 


through on the away goals 
rules. The first leg was a 2- 
2 draw in Bucharest. 

In Brussels, Racing Geat 
• won 5-0 and advanced 6-L 
over Germany’s Duisberg. 
Souleymane Oulare and 
Tbordur Gudjohnsson 
scored twice and Branko 
Strupar got the other. 

In Wronki, Poland, 
Heerenveen defeated 
Arnica Wronki 1-0 and 
advanced on a 4-1 aggre- 
gate. Denis de Nooger 
scored for Heerenveen. 

In Copenhagen, 

Denmark, FC Copenhagen 
advanced 6-1 after a 4-1 
win over Levski Sofia. 
Thomas Thominger scored 
twice with others from 
Martin Nielsen and Lars 
Hoejer. 

In Palma de Mallorca, 
Mallorca and Hearts drew 
1-1 with the Spanish side 
moving on 2-1. James 
Hamilton scored for 
Hearts and Ariel Lopez for 
Mallorca. 

In Braga, Portugal, 
Braga advanced 4-0 after 
beating Metalurgs Liepaja 
of Latvia by the same 
score. Bruno Ferreira 
scored twice and Karoglan 
Mladen and Elpidio Silvi 
got the others. 

In Glasgow, Scot! 
Rangers won 4-2 an 
advanced 5-3 to the s 
round of the UEFA Cup" 
The other 31 UEFA Cup 
matches were played 
Tuesday. 



European Cup Winners’ Cup second round 


- Lazio (Ita) Partiian Belgrade (Yug) 

Valerenga (Nor);— Besiktas (Tur) 

SC Heerenveen (Ned) — Varteks (Cro) 

■ Racing Genk (Bel) — Real MaJUorca (Spa) ‘ • 
Panionos (Gre) — Apollon Limassol (Cyp) 

SV Ried (Aut) — Maccabi Haifa (Iter) 

Lokomotiv Moscow. (Rus) — Sporting Braga (Por) 
FC Copenhagen (Den) — Chelsea (Eng) 


First leg mtdcf^tabeplayed on October 22, second leg on November * 


PHILADELPHIA T 


PHILADELPHIA 


Lawrence Fishhum & 
Andy Garcia .. in 


HOODLUM 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 
6:15,8:30. 10:30 


U4J > 

-2 J 


CINEMA 


TEL;5fiW2.1» 


CINI-.MA 


TELJ677420 


TEL: 5SJ34793 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 1 


GALLERIA 2 


John Travolta & Olivia 
Newton-John .. in 


GREASE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Comedian Adel Imam .. in 


AL ZA'EEM 


Shows: 6:30, 9:30 
Additional shows Thursday and 
Friday evenings at 12:30 

V j 


NASSER 

Shows: 1230. 3:30,6-.15^:30.10-J0 


UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30. 530 only 


ztnmv.cns 


— 


ABDOUN ABDOUN 

'.cns .com .joj Galleria www.cns.com .jofGa lleria 


Leonardo Di Caprio & 
Robert DeNiro .. in 


ARMAGEDDON MARVIN'S ROOM 


Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 




TEL: 4625155 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Giggs out of Wales match 

CARDIFF (AFP") — Ryan Giggs has withdrawn from the Wales squad to play Denmark on 
October 10 on the advice of his club Manchester United after suffering a badly bruised foot 
and ankle injury against Liverpool. Norwich’s Craig Bellamy is promoted from the under-21 
squad to take Giggs’ place. Wales manager Bobby Gould said he hoped to have Giggs back 
for the match against Belarus four days later. He added: “It is obviously a great disappoint- 
ment to lose Ryan for the match in Denmark after playing so well against Italy. "We are hope- 
ful thatthe injury will respond to treatment and that he will be available for the match against 
Belarus in Cardiff." 

England cancel Yugoslavia friendly 

LONDON (AFP) — The Football Association (FA) announced Friday that they have can- 
celled England’s friendly against Yugoslavia ar Wembley next month because of unrest in 
Kosovo. A spokesman for the FA said going ahead with the match “in the current circum- 
stances would be insensitive in rhe extreme and wrong." 

Strunz out for 4 weeks 

MUNICH (AFP) — Bayern Munich star Thomas Strunz is out of action for Four weeks after 
undergoing surgery- here Friday. The 30-year-old, who pulled his right calf muscle in 
Wednesday’s 2-2 draw- with Manehesrer United, is now out of contention for Germany's 
European Championship qualifiers against Turkey on October 10 and Moldavia on October 
14. “Up to now [ was in top shape,” the German international said from a Munich clinic. 

Bulgarians resolve row 

SOFIA (AFP) — The Bulgarian Ministry' of Sport said Thursday that it has resolved a row 
with the national football federation, meaning the Bulgarian side can go ahead with its 
European Championship qualifying match against England at Wembley on October 10. The 
match had been thrown into doubt because world governing body FIFA were threatening to 
expel Bulgaria from iniemationa! competition after the government sacked leading members 
of the national FA. The Sports Ministry backed down on Thursday and said they had infonned 
FIFA that the FA would continue to control both the national team and domestic competition. 

Leeds fans want Strachan 

LEEDS (AFP) — Coventry boss Gordon Strachan is the man Leeds fares want to lake over 
from George Graham as manager at the English Premiership club. In a 24-hour poll on the 
official Leeds website, Strachan, a former fans’ favourite during his playing days with Leeds, 
came top with 25.3 percent of voles. Second was Leicester manager Martin O'Neill (23.4 per- 
cent), followed by caretaker-boss David O'Leary (18.4). former Newcastle. Liverpool and 
Blackburn boss Kenny Dalglish (5.5) and former England manager Bobby Robson (1.8). 
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A touristic marketing & services company opening a 
new branch in Shmeisani is looking for: 

1 . Indoor salespeople 

2. Marketing & Tele-marketing staff. 

Candidates should fullfill the following conditions: 

* Presentable, having high degree of 
self-confidence and able to deal with 
top class people. 

* Age should be 22-30 years for 1st position 
and 18-25 for 2nd job. 

* University education (graduated or student) 

* English is a must especially for the 1 st job 

* Past experience is not required 

* Applicants for 1st job should be able to work 

from 5:00 p.m. till midnight. 

Excellent packages are offered including fixed salaries 
and high commissions. 

Interested persons are kindly requested 
.1 to call on 5512334/5931359 from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
for an appointment. 


Bruguera, Jordan again dominates on final 

advance day of Arabian Horse Festival 


in Mallorca 


PALMA DE MALLOR- 
CA, Balearic Islands (API 
— Sergi Bruguera routed 
fellow Spaniard and sec- 
ond-seeded Alex Corretja 
7-6 (7-5j, 6-3 Thursday to 
reach the third round of the 
Marbeila Open clay-court 
tournament. 

Bruguera, rwo-time 
French Open champion, 
but now ranked 1 26 in the 
world, hasn’t won a tourna- 
ment since the Czech Open 
four years ago. 

Top-seeded Carlos Moya 
of Spain easily defeated 
Slava Dosedei of the Czech 
Republic 6-4, 6-4 and will 
face Thumas Scfu’essling of 
Austria who defeated 
Yugoslav Vemic Dusan 4- 
6, 6-4, 6-3. 

Spain's Fernando 

Vicente, ousted country- 
man and No.3 seed Albert 
Costa 7-6 (7-3), 4-6, 6-3. 

Tommy Hass of Germany 
needed three sets to defeat 
fourth-seeded Alberto 
Berasaiegui of Spain 5-7, 
6-1, 6-4. 

Eighth-seeded Gustavo 
Kuerten of Brazil rolled 
over Spaniard Oscar 
Serrano 6-1 6-1, and next 
plays Bruguera. 


Shearer 
named 
player 
of the 
month 


LONDON .(AFP) — . 
Newcastle striker Alan 
Shearer was named Friday as 
the winner of the English 
Premiership player of the 
month award for September 

Shearer’s six league goals in 
September gave the England 
captain his first outright 
award although he was a joint 
winner with Chris Sutton in 
November 1994. 

The awards panel, which 
includes England coach 
Glenn Hoddle, said: 
“Newcastle were languishing 
in 17th place ai the end of 
August, but Shearer's fire- 
power has helped take them to 
fifth by the end of September. 

“His six goals in four league 
games during the month show 
he's back to his lethal best 
and, with the vital European 
qualifying game against 
Bulgaria next week, thar’s got 
to be good news for England 
fans.” 


By Ran da Nafla 

HUMMAR — The 10th 
International Arabian Horse 
Festival at Home came to an 
end Friday with Jordan win- 
ning four out of six titles in 
the Middle East 
Championship on the final 
day of the four-day festival, 
which also included a rid- 
den class competition and a 
dressage event. 

Jordanian entries put an 
extraordinary showing by 
lopping the Junior and 
Senior Male titles, in addi- 
tion to the Junior and Senior 
Liberty titles with Rostom 
of the Royal Jordanian Stud. 
Royal of Jaafar Stud, Qamar 
Al Lejl and Safaa (daughter 
of former four-time winner 
Jerash), both from the Royal 
Jordanian Stud winning the 
aforementioned titles 
respectively. 

Qatar’s Arabian horses 


rook home the two other 
titles of the Middle East 
Championship with R.N. 
Farida owned by Sheikh 
Abdul Aziz Ben Khalid Al 
Thani winning the Junior 
Female competition, and 
Kamasavyah of Al Shaqab 
Stud winning the Senior 
Mule competition. 

The United Arab Emirates 
also made their mark when 
Zabeil owned by Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayyan won the ridden 
class competition. 

The festival which was 
attended by a huge crowd, 
was acclaimed as an all- 
round success by organisers 
and participants alike. 

“I am pleased with the 
organisation and the out- 
standing performance of 
Jordanian horses.” said one 
participant. 

The power and grace of 
the Arabian Horse was 


sensed during the Liberty 
competition when the hors- 
es were set free in the field. 

Peter Upton of the U.K.. 
one of the senior judges, 
who has attended all ten fes- 
tivals said: “The horse at the 
liberty competition is given 
the freedom to run in the 
field for 1 and 1/2 minute 
and show how well he/she 
can move and balance.” 

“The more the horse 
moves gracefully and the 
more he holds up his tail 
and bends his hind legs, the 
more marks he/she receives. 
The Arabian horse here 
becomes like a belly 
dancer.” he told the Jordan 
Times. 

At the end of the event 
HRH Princess Alia Bint Al 
Hussein president of the 
Royal Jordanian Equestrian 
Federation presented prizes 
to the winners and thanked 
all participants. 


Qatar, the UAE, Palestine, 
Lebanon, Syria, the United 
States and Jordan look part 
in the festival this year 
which saw a high level of 
competition which has wit- 
nessed a qualitative leap in 
the breeding and training of 
horses, stud owners said. 

On Thursday, flat races 
were held at the Royal Race 
Club in Tuneib. 

The 1 ,000- metre race was 
won by Zein Al Khei); the 
1.400-metre race was won 
by Nijrn HaJa; Sunbul won 
the 1.000-metre (Abu Dhabi 
prize) and Buhij won the 
2,000-metre race. 

The final event of the fes- 
tival, sponsored by 
Emirates Airlines, will be 
the annual endurance race 
which will be held Oct. 9. 


Saudi Arabia crowned Arab Cup champions 


By a Staff Reporter 

SAUDI ARABIA were crowned Arab 
Cup champions Thursday following 
their impressive 3-! win over Qatar 
in the final match of the 12-team 
event held in Doha, Qatar 
Saudi Arabia won their fist title 
after Obeid Dossari scored in the 
28th, 49th, 64th minutes before 
Moubarak scored his team's face- 
saving goal in the 82nd minute. 

The Saudis took home S40.000 
while the hosts settled for S30.000.- 
In an earlier match, Kuwait who 
had eliminated titleholders Egypt, 
beat the UAE 4- 1 to take third place. 


Both teams received $20,000. 

On their way to the final the Saudis 
had eliminated Kuwait 2-1 while 
Qatar overcame the UAE by the same 
score. 

Jordan was eliminated in the first 
round after failing to clinch the sole 
qualifying berth from Group 1 losing 
2-0 to Qatar and beating Libya 2- 1 . 

Egypt, and the rest of North African 
countries entered their Olympic 
teams rather than national teams in 
preparation for the Sydney 
Olympics. 

Jordan's elimination was the sixth 
time the team failed to get past the 
first round throughout their seven 


participation since the championship 
first kicked off in 1963. The 
Kingdom achieved the best result in 
the 5th Cup hosted in Amman in 
1988 where Jordan took fourth place. 

Jordan played a total of 23 Arab 
Cup matches winning only four, 
drawing in three and losing 16 
matches. 

To this day. the team scored only 15 
goals while allowing 54 in. 

Iraq are the four time titleholders. 
Tunisia and Egypt have won it once 
each, while Syria are three rime run- 
ners-up. 


Beckenbauer backs United for Euro glory 


MANCHESTER (AFP) — 
Former Germany captain 
and manager Franz 
Beckenbauer believes 
Manchester United have the 
firepower to win the 
European Cup. 

The former World Cup- 
winning coach was highly 
impressed with die English 
giants after their 2-2 draw 
against Bayern Munich in 
Group D on Wednesday 
when they were only denied 
victory by a last-minute 
equaliser having gone 
behind to a goal with more 
than a him of off-side. 

Beckenbauer, who won 
Europe's most coveted prize 
three times with Bayem in 
the 1970s and is now the 
club's president. said 
United's front line was one 
of the most dangerous in 


Europe and could be the key 
to their ultimaie success. 

“If Manchester United 
continue the way they have 
been playing, then nor only 
can the}' win the group, but 
then can also win the 
Champions' League.” he 
said. 

“I think they are good 
enough and the whole team 
is so well organised. 

“Their potential up from 
is tremendous and they 
always looks capable of 
scoring goals. They scored 
three in Manchester against 
Barcelona and now two 
away in Munich. 

"They are so strong in 
offence that in each game 
they can score two or three 
goals. It’s hand to pick up 
individuals in such a team 
and I think every single 


player is world-class.” 

Uniied are third in Group 
D — the so-called Group of 
Death — with two points 
after drawing their opening 
two games. 

Only the winner looks 
likely to qualify from the 
group and United could 
greatly enhance their 

chances by recording back- 

to-back victories over 

Brondby in their next 

matches. 


The Danish league and 
cup winners caused a few 
raised eyebrows when they 
beat Bayem 2-1 in their 
opening game, but 
Beckenbauer felt the score- 
line did not reflect the 
march. 

He is adamant United will 
sweep United goalkeeper 
Peter Schraeichel's old club 
aside — just like they did 
when they beat them 6-0 in 
a pre-season friendly. 


ORACLE LICENSES 

The Ministry of Wafer and Irrigation needs to 
consolidate its current licenses with the objective 
of having a new one-year license with free 
upgrades for the following Orade products: 


The British Council, Jordan 
Vacancies 

The British Council is proposing to recruit to two posts 
Library Information Assistant (job ref LIA3A) 

The successful candidate will join the team working in our Library and 
Information Services. He/she will be responsible for a range of customer 
services including electronic information through internet and CD-ROM. 
He/she will be highy motivated, able to work as member of the team, be able 
to handle customers with proper care and attention, and be willing to 
respond to a variety of work demands. He/she will be able to work under 
pressure and to operate flexible working hours. 

Applicants must have good command of English language and be computer 
literate on a range of standard software packages. 

Office Assistant /Job ref OA3B1 


The successful candidate will join the Office Services team working in the 
Administration Section. He/she will be responsible for a range of administrative 
duties which will be discharged with enthusiasm, commitment and profession- 
alism. 

Applicants must have some command of English, be computer literate on a 
range of standard software and able to deal effectively and efficiently with cus- 
tomers. 

All short listed candidates will be tested for proficiency in English language and 
in computer skills. 

Please send your application, dearly quoting the job reference number, to: 

The Director 
The British Council 
P.O. Box 634 Amman 11118 Jordan 
or 

Fax: 4656413, E-mail: < lw;.am man @bc-amman.sprint corn > 
Further information about the 
British Council Jordan is available on our website at 
http:Wwww.britcoun.org/jordan 


Product Platform 

Number of users 

1- Dec alpha enterprise qpen-VMS 

30 named users 

2- Dec alpha enterprise UNIX 

9FU 

3- DC - Unix enterprise UNIX 

15 RJ 

4- Workgroup PC/NT 

10 users 

5- Developer 2000 PC/NT/95 

3 users 

fy Developer 2000 OPEN-VMS 

1 user 

7- Developer 2000 Dec-Unix 

1 user 

8- Programmer open- VMS 

1 user 

9- Designer 

7 user 

Bidders must be authorized by the Oracle Corporation 
to provide first fine Orade support/maintenance services and 

have Orade certified professionals on their stall 

Bids an due October 10, 1998. Bidders may pick up copies of 
current licenses, being held by the Ministry, from Room 205. 



UANACOtEST SERVICE 


on the occasion of the National Day of Germany 
Near East Inspection Co. Ltd. 

Jordan Agents For 


TUV SUDDEUTSCHLAND TUV 

agougem&t service 

Congratulates the German Government, 
the staff of the German Embassy in Jordan 
and the German People. We wish them 
great progress and success. 
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Taleban accuse Iranian air force 


of violating Afghan airspace 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Iranian military planes 
entered Afghanistan three 
times Friday across the 
tense border, the Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP) quoted 
Taleban officials as saying. 

The officials told AIP 
from Kandahar inside 
Afghanistan the “viola- 
tions” occurred in the 
morning and involved heli- 
copters and fighter planes. 

There was no immediate 
independent confirmation 
of the report by the 
Pakistan -based agency. 

Taleban officials said that 
10 helicopters initially 
entered the Afghan airspace 
over Herat and Nimroze 
regions, followed by “intru- 
sions" by batches of 15 and 
10 fighter aircraft at short 
intervals. 

They said Taleban forces 
did not take any action 
against the intruders as part 
of their policy of restraint 
advised by a gathering of 


Afghan religious scholars 
in Kabul late last month. 

Tensions have mounted 
between Shiite Muslim Iran 
and the Sunni Muslim 
Taleban over the militia's 
murder of Iranian diplo- 
mats in northern 
Afghanistan in August. 

Iran has vowed to exact 
revenge, but promised first 
to exhaust all political 
channels to resolve the cri- 


sis. 


Around 200,000 Iranian 
array troops have been sta- 
tioned at the border with 
Afghanistan to prepare for 
Zolfaqar-2 manoeuvres due 
to be held shortly. 

Tens of thousands of the 
elite forces of the revolu- 
tionary guards, used as a 
rapid-action intervention 
force, have also been 
deployed there to maintain 
security. 

An Iranian military com- 
mander boasted Thursday 
he could crush the Taleban 


in two days, stepping up the 
rhetoric as the government 
pursued diplomatic efforts 
to isolate the hardline mili- 
tia in Afghanistan. 

But the general said Iran’s 
policy is to “exercise 
restraint towards 

Afghanistan, while it stays 
mighty and ready." 

Iran’s Foreign Minister 
Kam al Kharazi, presently 
in New York to attend the 
U.N. General Assembly, 
discussed the situation in 
Afghanistan late 

Wednesday with his coun- 
terparts from Kazakhstan, 
Tajikistan and Qatar. 

He also held talks with 
the deputy foreign minister 
of ousted Afghan President 
Burbanuddin Rabbani, 
whose government is still 
recognised by the interna- 
tional community — except 
for Pakistan, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). 

Kharazi also called for a 


broad-based government in 
Afghanistan, according to 
Iran's official news agency 
IRNA. 

In a meeting with 
Izeddine Laraki, secretary 
general of the Organisation 
of the Isl ami c Conference 
(OIC), Kharazi renewed 
demands that the Taleban 
release dozens of detained 
Ir anians and arrest the mili- 
tiamen who killed the eight 
Iranian diplomats and a 
journalist. 

The five permanent mem- 
bers of the U-N- Security 
Council last week called for 
a ceasefire in Afghanistan 
and an end to arms sales to 
the rwo sides fighting. 

Lakhdar Ibrahimi, U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan’s special envoy, is 
due to arrive in Tehran on 
Saturday and wifi spend 
several days there before 
travelling to Pakistan, 
Iran's rival for influence in 
Afghanistan. 


Turkey, Syria in undeclared war’ 


ANKARA (R> — The head of 
Turkey’s influential military 
was quoted on Friday as say- 
ing the country was in a state 
of undeclared war with Syria 
over Damascus 1 alleged sup- 
port for Kurdish rebels. 

Syria, suspicious of 
Turkey’s growing military ties 
with Israel, said tins alliance 
was behind the rise in tension 
between the two neighbours. 

“There is a state of unde- 
clared war between us and 
Syria. We are trying to be 
patient but that has a limit,” 
the newspaper Sabah quoted 
Turkey's military chief of staff 
General Huseyin Kivrikpglu 
as saying. Other papers had 
similar reports. 

Defence Minister Ismet 
Sezgin ruled out any immedi- 
ate military action against 
Syria, which shares a 877- 
kilometre border with NATO 
member Turkey. 

“Intervention is out of the 
question,” state-run Anatolian 
news agency quoted Sezgin as 
saying. 

Ties between Turkey and 
Syria, often strained, have 
worsened in recent weeks as 


they exchanged accusations 
over Turkey's growing mili- 
tary links to Israel, water shar- 
ing and Syria's alleged aid to 
the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) rebels. 

President Suleyman 
Demirel said on Thursday that 
T urke y might re taliate against 
Syria in the Kurdish issue. 

Syria's official press reacted 
angrily on Friday and said 
Turkey's informal ally Israel 
was behind the escalation. 

“It came as a result of full 
coordination between Ankar a 
and Tel Aviv in accordance 
with their alliance,” the offi- 
cial newspaper A1 Baath said 
in front-page comment 

Turkish truck drivers return- 
ing from Syria said they saw 
tanks and armoured units 
moving towards the border 
with Turkey on Thursday, 
Anatolian said. 

Turkey’s Hurriyet newspa- 
per, close to the security appa- 
ratus. said generals had sug- 
gested a limited offensive into 
Syria similar to regular opera- 
tions conducted by tbe 
Turkish army, the second 
biggest in NATO, into 


Kurdish-ruled northern Iraq. 

Spokesmen for Turkey’s 
general staff have denied 
reports of a build-up of 
Turkish troops and armour 
near Syria, saying any move- 
ments in the area were part of 
NATO exercises. 

Turkish media said the war 
games’ “Enemy,” marked on 
NATO maps as “Yellow land,” 
represented Syria. 

Western observers say the 
muscle flexing is more likely 
to be to prepare for later, more 
limited strikes. 

'This is more along the lines 
of laying the groundwork for 
international opinion to say 
that there is a problem that 
Turkey takes very seriously. 
They could be laying the 
groundwork for more serious 
action later,” a Western diplo- 
mat said. 

Tt’s not as if they are going 
to cross the border soon or 
anything." Since exclusion 
from European Union expan- 
sion last year. Turkey has 
sought influence elsewhere. 
United in common interests 
and shared rivals, Turkey has 
signed defence agreements 


with tbe other big regional 
military power, Israel. 

Israeli jets are allowed to 
train in T urkish airspace and 
Israel is upgrading Turkish 
fighter planes. Intelligence is 
said to be shared and the pair 
have announced plans for 
fresh naval manoeuvres in the 
eastern Mediterranean and 


joint air exercises. 

Syria is still technically at 
war with the Jewish state and 
feels particularly threatened 
by links between Israel and 
the Turks, whose Ottoman 
Empire once ruled much of 
the Arab World. 

Turkish officials have sug- 
gested air strikes on 
Lebanon's Syrian-controlled 
Bekaa Valley where the PKK 
is believed to train guerrillas 
to fight for Kurdish self-rule in 
Turkey's southeast Nearly 
29,000 people have been 
killed in 14 years of conflict 

U.S. raids against sites in 
Sudan and Afghanistan may 
be seen by Turkey as a prece- 
dent for its own strikes against 
what it views as PKK terrorist 
camps in Syria. 


Iraq demands probe 
of inspectors over 
ties to Israel, CIA 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq has 
accused United Nations arms 
inspectors of working with 
foreign intelligence agencies 
hostile to the country and 
demanded a special investiga- 
tion into the U.N. commis- 
sion overseeing the inspec- 
tions. 

The government made the 
accusation in a letter from 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz to U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan that was 
reported Thursday night on 
Iraqi state television and 
quoted in Friday's Iraqi 
dailies. 

The Iraqi action follows 
reports in Israeli and 
American newspapers quot- 
ing former arms inspector 
Scon Ritter as saying be dealt 
with Israeli intelligence and 
the CIA in seeking informa- 
tion on Iraq's weapons pro- 
gramme. 

In his letter Aziz urged an 
official investigation on the 
U.N. Special Commission's 
“connections and intelligence 
work that is hostile to Iraq.” 
The letter added such a step 
was necessary to “guarantee 
the United Nations' credibili- 
ty, neutrality and reputation " 

The Iraqi government has 
long maintained that some of 
the arms inspectors were 
spies, Ritter in particular, and 
that the UN. Special 
Commission, known as 
UNSCOM, was not a neutral 
agency but worked under tbe 
thumb of the United States. 

The arms inspectors have 
the job of certifying that Iraq 
has eliminated its weapons of 
mass destruction, a necessary 
step under UJ4. resolutions 
before tbe economic sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait can 
be lifted. 


Referring to Ritter's quoted 
commentsT Aziz' letter said 
“these statements show seri- 
ous facts of which Iraq has 
warned several times.” 

“UNSCOM. which works 
in the name of the U.N. 
Security Council... is firmly 
connected with the intelli- 
gence agencies of states that 
pursue anti-Iraq policies.” tbe 
letter said 

“The main source of infor- 
mation UNSCOM uses to 
peddle its false claims, to 
carry out exposed espionage 
on Iraq, and to fabricate 
crises, are U.S. and Israeli 
sources." Aziz said in the let- 


ter. 


He added that “the state- 
ments by Scott Ritter clearly 
show Star UNSCOM had not 
only collected information, 
but studied with the U.S. and 
Israeli intelligence services 
ways to carry out its work in 
Iraq.” Iraq has long main- 
tained that it has fulfilled its 
obligation under U.N. resolu- 
tions, but the arms inspectors 
say the government of 
President Saddam Hussein 
continues to hide weapons 
and the means to make more. 

Ritter, who resigned in an 
angry letter on Aug. 26, has 
since spoken out several 
times on Iraq’s weapons pro- 
grammes, maintaining the 
United States and Britain did 
not stand behind UNSCOM 
as it tried to do its job. 

On Thursday, UN. 
spokesman Fred Eckhand 
said the chief weapons 
inspector. Richard Butler, had 
criticised Ritter for making 
public details about Iraq's 
weapons programmes. Butler 
wrote a letter to Ritter accus- 
ing him of violating his U.N. 
contract by speaking to the 
press, Eckhand said 


4 Lebanese deported 
from occupied zone 


RASHAYA (AP) — Israeli 
security agents in occupied 
southern Lebanon on Friday 
expelled two couples whose 
sons were involved in anti- 
Israeli activities, Lebanese 
security officials said 
Israeli forces and their allies 
of the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia in tbe occupied 
zone have in the past punished 
by expulsion inhabitants 
deemed a security threat 
Tbe four Druze men and 
women walked some four 
kilometres to a Lebanese 
army checkpoint on the edge 
of the occupied zone. 

They were interrogated by 
Lebanese army officers on the 
reasons for their expulsion 
before they were allowed to 


drive to Beirut, the officials 
said speaking on customary 
condition of anonymity. 

Two of the four, Fawaz 
Munzir, 42, and his wife 
Adiyeh Munzir, 46, are the 
parents of Naji Munizec, who 
killed Nidal Nasr, a suspected 
collaborator with Israel and its 
proxy Lebanese militia. 

Tbe body of Nasr, a Syrian, 
was found in a valley in the 
eastern sector of foe occupied 
zone Wednesday. In July, Nasr 
had replaced Raja Ward, a 
senior SLA security official 
who fled foe Israeli occupa- 
tion zone and provided the 
Lebanese army with informa- 
tion that led to the arrest of 17 
people suspected of spying for 
Israel. 



SNEAKING INTO ISRAEL A Palestinian youth at the Jerosalem-Bethlehem road- 
block scales a wall separating the West Bank from Israel proper as he sneaks into 
Israel behind the back of an Israeli border policeman enforcing the closure on 
Friday. On Friday Israel sealed its borders with the West Bank and Gaza indefi- 
nitely* following warnings by the defence mini ster that the Islamist group Hamas 
plotted an 'unprecedented horrific' attack in Israel ( AP photo) 


‘Washington tries to negotiate 
understanding on unilateral steps’ 


RAMALLAH ( AP) — The 
United States is trying to 
coax a pledge from Israel 
not to expand Jewish settle- 
ments, in exchange for 
assurances from the 
Palestinians that they will 
not encourage illegal con- 
struction, a Palestinian 
negotiator said Friday. 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton has offered each 
side a letter guaranteeing 
that the other will refrain 
from certain unilateral 
steps, said the negotiator, 
Saeb Erekat. 

Erekat said the 
Palestinians have accepted 
the proposed trade, but that 
“I don't know this morning 
where Mr. Netanyahu 
stands on these issues” 
referring to the Israeli 
prime minister. 

The United States has 
intensified efforts to con- 
clude a long-overdue 
agreement on an Israeli 
troop pullback from 13 per 
cent of the West Bank. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright will 
arrive in the Middle East on 
Tuesday to try and narrow 
the gaps ahead of an Oct. 
15-19 Mideast summit in 
Washington, Erekat said. 

During her two-day stay, 
Albright will meet 


Arafat: No progress 
in talks with Clinton 


RAMALLAH l.R) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
said on Friday no “substantive" progress had been made in 
his talks with U.S. President Bill Clinton in Washington this 
week on breaking the impasse in Middle East peacemaking. 
“No substantive progress can really be cited, no substantive 
steps or even changes in the behaviour on the ground can be 
cited,” Arafet said in a speech delivered in English by a top 
Palestinian negotiator. 


Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat. 
The U.S. Mideast envoy. 
Dennis Ross, will accom- 
pany her and stay on until 
Oct. 12. 

Earlier this week, Clinton 
hosted Netanyahu and 
Arafat in a three-way sum- 
mit and also held separate 
talks with the leaders. 

Erekat said U.S. officials 
proposed a trade under 
which each side would 
refrain from a number of 
unilateral steps. 

“We will be asked in an 
American-Palestinian 
understanding. for 

instance, not to question 
Israel's credentials at the 
United Nations.” Erekat 
told a Palestinian- European 


conference in Ramallah. 

The Americans also pro- 
posed that the Palestinian 
National Authority coordi- 
nate with Israel on the 
granting of ‘construction 
permits in West Bank areas 
still under Israeli control, 
the negotiator said. 

In exchange, Israel would 
agree not to expand Jewish 
settlements and not to 
demolish some 1.800 
Palestinian homes built 
without permits. 

An Israeli official said he 
was not familiar with the 
U.S. proposal, but said it 
was highly unlikely Israel 
would agree to such a 
trade. The official spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 


Lebanese presidential election: 
Suspense, few candidates, one voter 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon's presiden- 
tial race is more suspenseful than most 
Though the vote must be held by Oct 
23, foe likely favourite has yet to 
declare, and foe single voter who will 
really choose foe winner has yet to 
decide. 

The elections are lost between fast 
track and delay,” said a headline in foe 
newspaper AI Diyar Friday, describing 
the confusion over Lebanon's first new 
bead of state to be chosen in peacetime 
in nearly three decades. 

Most Lebanese agree no one can win 
without approval in advance from 
Lebanon's dominant neighbour, Syria. 
Once Syria gives its view, the 128- 
member Parliament elects the presi- 
dent which, under the constitution, it* 
must do by Oct 23 to allow a transition 
before “President Elias Hrawi leaves 
office Nov. 24. 

Although there are no campaign ral- 
lies or fiery speeches, the race domi- 
nates newspapers and TV news. The 
news is all about backroom wrangling 


and nips to Damascus, a three-hour 
drive away, by politicians seeking sig- 
nals from Syria. 

And despite their lack of say in the 
outcome, most Lebanese are hoping a 
new head of state will bring much 
needed optimism — and political sta- 
bility — as the nation still struggles to 
recover from foe devastating 1975-90 
civil war. 

As it is now. Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri's multi-billion dollar reconstruc- 
tion programme has been repeatedly 
stymied by feuding among foe nation’s 
president prime minister and parlia- 
ment speaker. 

The most popular candidate with file 
public — although be has not declared 
his candidacy — is the army comman- 
der, General Emil e Lahoud, who 
enjoys good relations with Syria. 

StiJJ, Syrian President Hafez Assad 
has not sent word on how he will cast 
his all-important ballot 

“It is still early,” Hariri said this week 
after a visit to Damascus, replying to a 


question about when tbe presidential 
question would be decided 

In this tiny, politically weak country 
of 3.2 million people, foe choice has 
always depended on outside forces — 
Syria, the United States and Lebanon's 
traditional patron France — as well as 
competing interests inside tbe country. 

But Syria, which maintains 30,000 
troops here, now has a much stronger 
say over who will be Lebanon’s presi- 
dent. 

“Syria names, America may or may 
not approve and Europe is notified” 
commentator Gibran Tueini wrote in a 
recent editorial in the independent 
daily AlNahar. 

Still. Syria must consider internal 
factors such as public acceptance of 
the candidate — especially the 
Christian view since tbe president is 
always a Maronite Catholic under a 
tradition that makes foe prime minister 
a Sunni Muslim and the parliament 
speaker a Shiite Muslim. 

Lahoud 62, faces an array of 


declared and undeclared candidates, 
prominent among them are three cabi- 
net ministers and three opposition 
politicians. 

But for Lahoud to have a shot at the 
nation’s highest office, foe constitution 
must be amended to allow active 
senior state employees to run. 

That shouldn’t be a problem. Three 
years ago, when Hrawi 's sing le, consti- 
tutionally limited six-year term was 
running out the pro-Syrian parliament 
created an extension desired by Syria. 

And another extension this time 
around is still not completely ruled out 

While awaiting Assad’s word may 
be frustrating, it is better than the vio- 
lence surrounding foe presidency dur- 
ing foe civil war when two elected 
heads of state were assassinated. 

One elected president Bashir 
Gemayet was killed in a bomb explo- 
sion 10 days before he could take 
office in 1982. In 1989. President Rene 
Mouawad was assassinated after only 
17 days in office. 








Calcutta still ; !f >; 
mourning Brazil’s 
defeat 

in World Cup 






CALCUTTA (AP) - The J 
soccer-crazy city of Calcuaa 1 
in eastern India is still mourn. > 
ing Brazil's defeat in tie ! 
World Cup held earfier this 
year in France. As part of fair 
biggest religious festival being 
celebrated Thursday, 

Calcutta’s residents havt 
installed statues of their feltei 
hero, Ronaldo, along wi$ 
those of Goddess Duiga, tic 
principal deity honoured dur- 
ing Dussehra. To vent their 
disappointment over 

Ronaldo's performance, tn£ 
tional idol makers have shown 
Goddess Durga slaying the 
Brazilian striker in place of the 
traditional demon. 
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Roseanne offers 


!4 


seven figures for 
Monica appearance 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
new kid on the talk show 
block said Thursday she is 
prepared to offer Monica 
Lewinsky at least $1 million 
to appear on her programme 
and answer . questions. 
Roseanne said she will pay 
“seven figures.- times two or 
three” for a chance to inter- 
view the forma- White Haase 
intern on “Tbe Roseanne 
Show.” “We’ll pay her tag" 
Roseanne said an CNN’s 
“Lany King Live” show. Ms. 
Lewinsky's spokeswoman ■ - 
could not be readied for com- i 
menu Earlier in the week, 
daytime television Queen 
Oprah Wmfrey said her nego- 
tiations to bring Ms. Lewinsky 
on her syndicated show fell 
apart over money. 
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Tom Cruise plays 
a real-life hero 


LONDON (AP) — Tom 
Cruise got a chance to play a 
real-life hero, according to a 
woman who says foe actor 
came to her aid during a mag- 
ging. Rita Simmonds told (be 
Evening Standard in 
Thursday's editions 'tha 
Cruise ran to her rescue Sept 
23 as attackers pulled open fee 
door of her Porsche and 
yanked off more than 
$1 19,000 worth of jewdtoy. 
’Torn was briUant," 
Simmonds, Cruise's neigh- 
bour, told the newspaper 
Cruise is renting a house rear 
Regent's Park in London wife 
his wife, Nicole Kidman, and 
foeir children. Kidman is cur- 
rently appearing in a soW-out 
production of ‘The Blue 
Room" at a West End tbeatta 
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Claire Dane’s 
apology not 
accepted 
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MANILA (AP) — ' Claire 
Danes' apology for her dis- 
paraging remarks about 
Manila wasn’t big enough for 
the Philippines' president, » 
former movie star himself- 
“She should not be allowed® 
come here. She should nd 
even be allowed to set fa* 
here,” President Joseph 
Estrada said. On Tuesday, tte 
City Council declared foe 
year-old actress persona nou 
grata and banned all her 
movies because she 
Manila smelly, rat-infos®® 
and weird. Danes, wt® n •icckr-^T’ 
appeared in “The Rainroaktt * -lu- v 
was in Manila fix several \ 
months this year to food . L " 
“Brokedown Palace.” i '~ r E&*.. " ‘: ,?T = 
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Lennon’s 
obscenity-laden 
poem put up 
for auction 


LONDON (AF) — 
tfosc«nity-ladeii poem wri®® 
by John Lennon will be pufl? 
for auction by foe fen w* 1 
received it almost 30 
ago. The typed work is ns® 
up of a four-fetter expWj* 
repeated 104 times around ^ a* 
single word “you." Itwassjj 
to poet Susan Baker in 
after she wrote to the Be*®; 
requesting a poem.’ It is 
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by Lennon and his wifejoe 1 ; , 

Ono. Robert Huan of foe ^ Jr- -j 

house Rnan and a ? B 


the poem is too unusudjjj 
estimate how much it 
bring. 
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